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(O 

A 

SHORT ACCOUNT 

OF 

SOME PARTICULARS 

CONCERNING 

DOMES-DAY BOOK, 

With a view to promote its being Printed. 

Read at a Meeting of the Society, i8 December^ ^7SS* 

IN the Chapter-houfe at Weftminfter, in the receipt of the king's 
Exchequer, are preferved two volumes in manufcript called 
Domes-day, which, without queltion, are the moft ancient and 
moft venerable records that now exift in this or any other kingdom. 
Mr. Sclden, in his preface to Eadmerus, p. 4. ipeaking of Domes- 
day, fays, Neque puto alibi in orbe Chriftiano adorum publicorum 
autographa, quorum faltem ratio aliquahabenda eft, extare, quaenon 
jaeculis aliquot hiice cedunt. 

This work (as the Red book of the Exchequer informs us) was begun 
in the year of our Lord 1080, and was completed in the year 1086, 
as appears from the concurrent teftimony of ancient writers, and from 
an entry written at the end of the fecond volume in a large coeval hand 
in capitals, in the words following : 

« ANNO MILLESIMO OCTOGESIMO SEXTO AB INCARNATIONS 
" DOMINI, VIGESIMO VERO REGNI WILLI, FACTA EST I6TA 
« DESCRIPTIO, NON SOLUM PER HOS TRES COMITATUS, SED 
«< ETIAM PER alios/' * 
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2 ACCOUNT OF SOME PARTICULARS 

In this work» which contains a ipeneral furvey of the greateft part 
of England, are (et forth, under their particular counties, rapes, ladis^ 
and hundreds, an account of the cities, towns, viils, etc. in each 
coun^4 hoMr much arable land, paftuie, meadow, and wood 
every man had; the extent or value of them in the time of Edward 
the Confeflbr and at the making the furvey ; how many men and of 
what condition, each town, etc. contained, with many other particu-^ 
lars hereafter expreiled. 

Towards the beginning of each county there is a catalogue of the 
capital lords or great iMid^-holdcrs, who poffeffed any thing in it i 
beginning with die king, and then naming th« great lords,, according; 
to their rank and digni^. 

The firft volume (which is a large folio finely written on 3 82 double 
pages of (v^edlutA, ia ^ikiaU but plain chara^er, and in double co- 
lumns on each page^ contains the defcripticm of thirty one counties by^ 
name in the £iUowkig;order^ 



Ghent, fo- i- 

Sudfex, fo- 16. 

Sudrie, fo. 30. 

Hantfcire> fo. 38. 

5. Berrochcfcirc^ fo. ^6^ 

Wntefcirc, ' fo.. 64. 

Dorfete, fa 75* 

Suraerfete, Fo. 86. 

Devenefcire, fo. 100^ 

TO-CornaalgiCj, -fo. 1:20. 

Midetfexe, fo. 126. 

¥ferefordfdre, fo. 132* 

fiocldngharafdre, fo. 143. 

Oxenefordicire, fo. 154^ 

15. Glcweeeft^ire, fo. ife* 

WHctftrefcire, fo. • 172. 

HcrcSbraTcirt, fo. 779. 



Grentebr'icirCj, 
Huntedunfoire,^ 

io. Bedfifordfcite,, 
Northhantfcire,. 
XedeceftrefoTQ^ 
Warwicfcirc^ 
^tafibrdicircp. 

25. Scicc^ieicii^e^ 

Cefbeicircje 
Defbyfeire, 
SnotinghTcirci 
Roteland, 
.30.£ttFvidrcire» 
Lindefigi 



fo. Jt 

fo.'203.. 

fo. 2og[^ 
fo. 219^ 
£0. *230w 

■fo. 23^8^ 
ib. ^46.. 
fo. 252.. 
fo. 262.. 
fo. 272. 
fo. 280. 
fo. 2g^ 367. 
fo. 298, 379^ 
Lincoln/hire^ 
fo. .336. divided into the 
weft re^i^^ nordi reding,, 
and eaft reding. 
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CONCERHiNG t>aMES^t>AY B60K. i 

Idle other vc^mtie (wkkb k irt qoeato, i» written on 450 double 
|Mige& of velkuxk m fiagle col^nnns, and in a large, but very fairi cha^ 
Ya<^er) contains the counties of^ 

Norfolk^ fix 109. 

SufibUt^ fo. 2&i^ to the ti^. 

Part of die eouhty of Rutland is inchided in that of Northam^ 
ton, and |>art of Lancafhire in the counties of York and Chefler. 

Northumberland* Cumberland, Weftmorl^d, and purhsmare 
not comprehended in this fiirv^. 

The occafioa of oi^Juog this &rv^x '«» ai^ti^tjr an4 ^}Hkmty^ 
wiUbeil appear ftom the fi^iUowuigtK^^ tcsftftfihed from records 
dnd QUr beft hiftoriansi. 

Irheauthot of the Diilogus de Scaccario, who Wrote in the time 
of Hen. IL book Leap. xvi. gives this account of it* 

Speiking Of \^liam die conqueror — " Pemum he quid deefle vi- 
^ dereturadomnemtotiusprovidentiaefummams ammunicato coq/^lut^ 
** dl^^tiffiinoaa latere fuo defHnavit viros per regmm in circuitu. J0 
^< Mi itaque totius terrae deicriptio diligens fadla eft, tarn in nemoxibus, 
^< quam pafcuis et pratis, hec hon et agricuituris* et verbis communikus 
^< amwlMAy iviU^w^reda&a ^5 ut videlicet quilibet jure fiio contentus* 
^ 9lie^ujdfi non u^irpet impune. Fit autem deicriptio per comitatus, 
*^ per centuriatas, et h]|rdas : praenotato in ipfo capite regis nomine, 
^< et deinde feriatini ilrbrum proeerum nominibus appofitis, fecun- 
*< dum ftatus fui dignitatem, qui videKcet de rege tencnt in capite. 
" Apponuntur autem fingulis numeri fecundmn ordinem fie diipo- 
^< fitis, petf quosinferius inipia libriferie, quae ad eos pertinent, faci- 
^^ lius occummt. Hie liber abindigenis Domes-dei nuncupatur, id 
*< eft, dies judicii, per metaphoranl. Sicut enim diflriifti et terribilis 
<* examinis illius noviftioii fententia, nulla ter^iverfationis arte valet 
** eludi : ^ cum orta fuit in regno contentio de his rebus quas illle 
^^ annotantur; cum ventuqi fuerit ad iibrum, fententia ejus infatuari 
^« non poteft, vel impujie declinari. Ob hocnos eundem libitum ju- 

A a " DICIARIUM 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



4 ACCOUNT OF SOME PARTICULARS 

*^ DiciARiUM nominavimus ; non quod in eo de praepoiitis aliqiiibus 
*' dubiis feratur fententia j fed quod ab eo, ficut a praediiSojudicio, 
" non licet uUa ratione difcedere (a):* 

The Saxon chronicle, publiflied by bifhop Gibfon, exprefles the 

cccaiion and manner of making this furvey in the following words. 

** Poft haec,' tehuit rex magnum conciliumy et graves fermoneshabuit 

^* cum fuis proceribus de hac terra, quo modo incoleretur, et a qui- 

" bus hominibus. Mittebat idcirco per totam Anglorum terram in 

" fingulos comitatus fuos fervos, quibus permifit fcrutari quot hjrda- 

" rum centenae eflent in comitatu, quidque rex ipfe haberet terrarum 

" et pecudum in eo comitatu ; et quantum cenfus annul deberet 

" percipere ex eo comitatu. Permifit etiam defcribi, quantum 

" terrarum gus archiepiicopi haberent, et dioecefani epifcopi, ac gus 

" abbates, ejufque comites ; et ne longior in hoc fim, quidaut quan- 

" tum unufquifque haberet, qui terras poflideret in Anglorum gente, ^ 

" five terrarum, fiyepecoris, quantumque illud pecunia valeret. Tam 

" diligenter luftrari terram permifit, ut ne unica eflet hyda, aut virga- 

^^ ta terrae, ne quidem (quod didtu turpc, verum is fa6tu turpe non 

" exiftimavit) bos, aut vicca, aut porcus praetermittebatur, quod non 

" is retulerat in cenfiim : omniaque poftea fcripta ad eum afiereban* 

« tur {b). , 

Ingulphus abbot of Croyland, a contempary author, gives this account 
of it : " Totam terram defcripfit, nee erat hida in tota Anglia, quin 
" valorem ejus et pofleflbrem fuum fcivit ; nee lacus nee locus aliquis, 
" quin in regis rotulo extitit defcriptus, ac ejus reditus et proventus, 
" ipfa pofifeflio et ejua pofleflfor regiae notitiae manifeftatus, juxta tax^ 
« atorumjidemy qui ekdli de qualibet patria territorium proprium defcri^ 
" bebant. Ifti penes noftrum monafterium benevoli et amantes, non 
" ad '{^erum pretium nee ad verum fpatium noftrum monafterium li- 
« brabant, mifericorditerpraecaventesinfuturum regiisexadionibusct 
« aliis oneribus, piijfima nobis benovelentia providentes. — In illo vero 
«« defcripti funt, non tantumtotius terrae comitatus centuriae, etdecu- 

(tf) Dialog, de Scacc, page 30, 31. publiihcd by Mr. Madoiu 

(b) Chron. Saxon, p. 186. anno 1085. 

^ I nac> 
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CONCERNING DOMES-DA Y BOOK. '5 

« riae, fylvae, faltus, et villae univerfae ; fed in bmni territorio, quot 
" carucatae tcrrae, quot jugera, et quotacrae, quae pafcua et paludes, 
" quae tenementa, et qui tenentes continebantur (r)." ^ 

In theefcheat rolls of Ed. III> the occafion and manner of making 
this furvey and its authority are declared (almoft in the very words of 
the author of the Dialogus de Scaccario, before quoted) to be, " ut 
" quilibetjure fuocontentus, alien um non ufurpet impune ; praeno- 
" tato in ipfocapite regis nomine ; ac deinde feriatim aliorum proce- 
" rum nominibus appofitis fecundum flatus fui dignitatem, qui, vi^. 
" de rege tenent in capite. — Qui quidem liber Domes-day nun-; 
" cupatur, id eft, diesjudicii^ — quia cum orta fuerit in regno conten- 
" tio de hiis rebus quae illic annotantur, cum ventum fuerit *1 librum, 
" fententia ejus4nfatuari non poteft, vel impune declihari." Rot. 
Efcaet. 30 Ed. Ill, Effex cited by Spelman, title Domes-day. 

The annals of Waverley give this account of it, Mifit ttx 

Willielmus juftitiarios fuos per unamquamque fcyram, id eft, provin- 
ciamAngliae, et inquirere fecit per jusjurandum quot hidae, id eft, ju- 
gera uni aratro fufficientia per annum, effent in unaquaque villa, et 
quot animalia: hinc autem fecit inquiri quid unaquaeque urbs, caftel- 
lum, vicus, villa, flumen, palus, filva, reddit per annum ; haec 
autem omnia in chartis fcripta delata funt ad regem, et in thefauros 
repofita ufque hodie fervantur — — Rex tenuit curiam fuam in natali 
apud Glouceftre, ad Pafcha apud Wintoniam, ad Pentecoftem apud 

Londoniam : deinde accipiens hominium omnium terrariorum 

Angliae cujuicunqucfeodi effent> juramentum fidelitatis recipere noa 
diftulit (^. 

Avery learned judge, now living, in his difcourfe concerning tenures^ 
gives his opinion of the occafion of making this furvey, in the follow- 
ing words: " Itisvery remarkable that Will. I, about the 20th year of 
«* his reign, juft when the general furveyof England called Domes- 



(r) Ingulphus, printed among the Scriptores Ang, vol. i. p. 80} 8i« 
[d) Annales Wavcrlicnfcs, p. 133. 
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€ ACCOUNT OF SOMR PARTJCULARS 

^ day book k* fUffpftd to he &ii(he4 wd ftot till thea,. iunuiionAd 
^^ all the great. ncA smd Undbolders m the. kia^domi, to Londoa aad 
<< Salifbury, to do thieif homags and fwear th^ir ifealty to him s by 
<< doing whereof the Saxon chronicler fuppofes, that at that time, the 
** procereSy et omnes praedia tenentes, fe illi Jubdidercy ejufijue fa^ 
** {unt Fq/alH. Sothatwcmayreafonablyfbppofe^ F/;j;^, thattWs^^^ 
<' ral bomagciimdjialty was done at this time (nineteen or twenty years 
" after the acceffion of William I,) in confequence of femething 
** newy or elfe that engagements fo important to Ae maintenance and 
" fecurity of a new eftabtifhment had been required long before i 
<< !md if fi), it is probable that tenures were then new^ in^much as 
" homage and fealty were and ffill are mere feudal engagements^ 
^* binding the homager to all the duties and obfervances of a feudal 
** tenant* 

« Secmdfy^ That as this gertcral homage and fealty Wis doiie about 
" the time that Domes-^ddy book wasfotijhedy and not before, we may 
« fijppofe, That that furvcy was taken upon or fbon after our anccftors 
«^ coiaient to tenures^ in order to dijcovertbe quantity of every uknis fee^ 
« and to fie bis homage. This ftippofition is the more probable, becauft 
« it is not likely that a work of this nature was undertaken without 
^< ibme immediate realbn, tod no better reafbn can beaffignedwhyit 
Kc was undertaken at tWs tfme, or indeed why tfii^ forvey fhould be 
»^ taken at all, there being at that tinie extant a general furvey of the 
** whole kiftgdcMn made by Alfred {d)."^ 

Will. I> ^peirs to have coniideredthe iiniihing diis Survey, as an 
event of great importance, andprobably intended to have made the 
completing it the commencement "of a new aera^ a charter granted by him 
foon after to the abbot and diurch of Weftminfter, of eight hydes of 
land in Piriford in Surr^, having Atis reiaaikabtt date, Po^defiripimem 
totius AngUae {e)^ 

{J) Sir Martin Wright*« iiutrodualon to the Law oftenuriiy p. Ja. to p* i^. 
\e) Madox Formularc Angl. p* 238. n^ 396, and phtei. n*. i. The ^original 
grant it now in the archives of die collegiate church of Weflminfttr. . ; 

The 
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CONCBRNtKG DOMES-DAY BOOK; 7 

*tlie ftUEthorily Gf Dofnce-o ay in point of tenwey hath never been 
fermhtedte becalladiB qudlion; ifw InAsance^ when k hath been 
oeceffioy toiliftisigiiiAi> wfaet}vsrlaiid6wet^held#;7iiiiaf;tf ^wi^cu^ 
ifi what other .manner, recowtfe hadi ^alwaj^s been had to Domes-day^ 
book^ -andito tb^ lonfy^ to ^ietecnxme 4!he doubt. If iands vrect iet 
down in thtf book under liie bfle t>f A^mr fz^V» lar if it was ^d 
there, rex Aabet^atda huid, orAidEkatowm^ k was tiien detsmuoed to 
be the king's andent deme&e. ilf the land txr tovm W86 therein let 
liown under the name of ajuivaic Icad-ar MDjs£t^ ihea it was deter- 
jDinedtoiiayebeGnL at the time x}f the im«yihe tend c^&di private, 
fierfim, and »tf amimtJemefot. 

Tlie tallages fornicrlj affdflcd tipon ihe Idng's tenants in ancient 
ihn^pWy were ufoally jTrflSfer "dxan "the tallages upon perfbns in the 
xotmties at larger andlhcrcforei^henpcrifons -were wrongfully tallaged 
widi ihofe in ancient demefiie, it was ufualfor them to petition the 
crown to be talls^cd^rt* the cornmuniiy of the cmnlj at large : upo!^ 
this the ldng'« writ ifluedto die barons nf the Bxdiequer to acquit the 
pBifiy aggrieved of iuch tedlckge, in cale, upisn ifearch of Dmnes^Jay 
iooky 1^ barons £D«md tjie laoidsweieniA in anctem^^ 

TTie care origbially ta&en ibr die p ie feivati on of 6u3 furvey, tbe 
JSime as was taken vfth Idn^sjeul^ is aai -additional proofs x£ the con- 
fequencea^nd importance this record was deemed to ibecf to^e pub» 
lick. 

TheDialogus de Scaccario fays, " Liber iUe'lDomes-dayllj^lli 
« regis comes efi mdividuus inthefauro {g)'* 

Until of late years it has been kept under three diiFere&t locks and 
keys, one in the cuftody of the treafiirer^ and the others of the two^ 
chamberlains of the Exchequer^ and was not to be opened but oa 
paying a fee of 6 j* 8 d. It is now depofited in the chapter lu>u£b jat 
Weftminfter, .among i^ther valuable records in the cuftodyof Mr^ 
Morley, whofe xeadinefe to oblige die members .of this fociety witlv 
the infpeQiQn of ftiis, and other records in his office, without fee or 
reward, it would be want of candour not tomendom 

(f) Madox Finna burgi,. p, j;, 6. Jffift^ of the Exchequer, 499^ 500. 
If) ' Lib. i .. cap. xv.. p. 30^ 

The 
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8 ACCOUNT OF SOME PARTICULARS 

The writing of this MS. after near fevcn hundred years, is perfeftly 
legible. And in Hickes's Thefaurus, vol.i.p. 144, andinfome other 
books, ipecimens are to be feen of the character in which it is writteri. 

In page 122. of the preface to a Collection of difcourfes of feveral 
learned Englifh antiquaries (who were early members of this fociety) 
Mr. Hearne, after inferring a table of the abbreviations ufed in this 
record, adds, " he hath often wifhed this record were printed entirely^ 
« there being no fiirvcy of any other country whatever equal to it. 
-" The ancient Roman itineraries have been always valued, and that 
," defervedly. Yet they are trifles in comparifbn ofthis moftadmirable 
" furvey, done with fuch an exadnefs, and fo much diligence, as 
" would be hardly credible, were it not certain that the Normans 
" rcfolved to make the beft ufe of their conqueft, and tofecure every 
" inch of ground to themfelves. There are accounts of ibme whole 
« counties printed from this book, and they are very good ipecimens 
" of the intire work, and cannot butmakethofe that are in love with 
" our antiquities, the more earneftly to defire all of it {by 

I fincerely concur with Mr. Heame in this defire ; and with a view to 
excite the lovers of antiquity to undertake the publifhing this valuable 
record,. I have taken the liberty to point out to the fociety fuch of 
the many helps and afliftances I at prefent recoUedl, either in 
print or manufcripty which, I imagine, will leflen the expence, and 
greatly facilitate the completing fo laudable and defireable an under- 
taking s not doubting but other members ofthis fociety, of which there 
are numbers more equal to die tafk, will, by their conununications, 
render what is here attempted, more ufeftil and perfedL 

BiftiopNicholfon, in his preface to the fecond edition of his Englifli 
hiftoricaljlibrary, publifhed in 1 714. fays, there was then in the Har- 
leian library copies of Domes-day, the Liber Rubeus et Niger of the 
Exchequer. 

Dr. Gale, in his appendix to the Scriptores Hift. Anglicanae, vol.iii. 
p. 795. fays. Sir John Trevor had an accurate tranfcript of Domes- 
day book, which copy the Do<9:or had made ufe of. This is now 
in the hands of Mr. Arthur Trevor. 

{h) Preface to the CoUeftfon of difcourfes publUhed by Mr. Hearne^ p. 122, r23* 
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CONCERNING DOMES-DAY BOOK. 9 

The Lord Somers, it has been laid, was at the expence of having 
Domes-day copied, and properly attefted; but what is become of 
this copy, or whether it is now in being, is not known. It muft 
however be admitted, that this inefHmable remain of antiquity, with 
regard at kafi to its public uje and authenticity y runs every hour the 
-rifk of being irretrieveably loft, fhould a fire happen in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Chapter-houfe, as formerly happened in the 
'Cottonian library, to which accident that part [of the Chapter houfe 
where it is kept, is by its fituation much more liable. 

In the king's Remembrancers office in the Exchequer, there i« 
a manufcript called Domes-day j but this is only an epitome or 
«^bridgment, and not a copy of the original in the Chapter-houfe (/.) 

A copy of one of the returns or inquifitionSi from which Domes- 
day Book was compiled, is Aill extant. 

In an ancient MS. which Mr. Selden calls Bre\darium villarum et 
fundorum, quorum proprietarii erant antiftes ct fodales Elienfes, 
written in a chara<fter as ancient as that of Domes-day Book, and 
"which Dr. Gale calls the Liber Elienfis, there is a Copy of the In- 
quifition, for part of Cambridgfliire, and the ifle of Ely, with this 
title: 

" Hie fubfcribitur inquifitio terranim, quomodo barones regis in- 
'" quifiverunt : Videlicet per facramentum vicecomitis fcirae, et omnium 
'«» baronum, et eorum francigenarum, et totius centuriatus, prefbytcri, 
" praepofitii vi villanorum uniufcujufque villae. Deinde quomodo 
" vocatur manfio, quis tenuit earn tempore Regis Edwardi, quis 
." modo tenet, quot hidae, quot carucatae in dominio, quot homi- 
•*^ nes, quot villani, quot cottarii, quot fervi, quot liberi homines, 
« quot fochemani, quantum filvae, quantum prati, quot pafcuorum, 
" quot rtlolendini, quot pifcinae, quantum eft additum vel ablatum, 
" quantum valebat totum fimul, et quantum modo, quantum ibi 
" quifquc liber homo vel fochemanus habuit vel habet. Hoc totum, 

(1) In the Cotton Library,' Julius C. I. i. and Fauftina XI. 2, are copies of this 
•abridgement, and there is a like Abridgement preferved in the Tally Court in the 
Exchequer. 

B << tripliciter^ 



Digiti 



zed by Google 
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" tripliciter ; fcilicet tempore Regis Edwardi, et quando Rex Wil- 
" helmus dedit, et quomodo fit modo, et fi poteft plus haberi, quam 
" habeatur. 

The names of the jury in each hundred, are expreffed after this 
manner. — " In Trepejlau hundredo juraverunt homines, fcilicet Ra- 
" dulftis praepofitus hujus hundredi, Willelmus de Caleio, Radulius 
" de Barentona, Theodbaldus homo Hard, Standard de Havekeftune^ 
** Godriz deFuhnere, Alvuricus deTreppeflau, Sigar Dapifer, et om- 
*< nes alii Franci et Angli de hundredo juraverunt {k)r 

Some of the Particulars the jury were charged to inquire of, were 
thought unneceflary to be inferted in the two volumes, framed out 
of the Returns ; which will account for the different defcriptions 
dijEFerent writers give of the contents of this furvey, fome of them fay- 
ing, it contained an account of every particular the jury were char- 
ged to enquire of, and others, more corredtly, confining it to fuchr 
things only,, as were extradted from the returns, and tranfcribed into 
the work in queflion. 

In the Cotton library, Vitellius C. viii^ 13. there is a MS. written on 
14 membranes of vellum, on one fide only; which is thus defcribed* 
in the catalogue — " Pars libri cenfualis vocati Domes-day, conti- 
** nensdefcriptionemCantii. Charadtere antiquo et temporibus Regis. 
** W. I. competente. 

Mr.Cafley, in the Appendix to the catalogue of the MSS. in the king's 
library, plate 1 5, hath given a fhort fpecimen of the character of 
this MS. and p. 358 he fays, this is one of the rolls out of which pro^ ^ 
J?ably DoomS'day was made. 

At the bottom of the firft page of this MS. there is the following 
note, written in a modern charader, through which a line is drawn, 
"Pars L. Domes-day. NB. in fcaccario liber ille Domes-day, 
** qui continet Norfolciam, etc. hac literafcribitur^ et hac forma com- 
" ponitur; unde conjicercfas eft, hoc fragmentum fuiflfe alterius libri 

{k) Selden. praefat. ad Eadmerum, p. 15. Cotton library. Tib. A.Vj. 4. Regiflrum 
honoris de Richmond, App. p. 5. 

" partem. 
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^' partem, jam olimdepcrditi; quae hie habentur, inlibro Domes-^ay 
majori in folio confervantur. 

But upon a careful perufal of this MS. and comparing it with 
Domes-day, it appears. 

That the hand writing is more modern, than that of either of 
the voiumesof Domes-day, and probably not older than the reign of 
Henry II. and that 

It is a verbatim copy of great part of Domes-day, for the county 
of Kent, tranfcribed fo literally, diat in two or more places, the mar- 
ginal references are, by the miftake of the copier, tranfcribed and in- 
corporated into the text; and inftead of its being one of thofe rolls, 
out of which, as Mr. Cafley fancies. Domes-day was made, or of be- 
ing a fragment of an original volume of Domes-day, tlie reft of 
which is now loft: it is clearly one of thofe rolls or copies from Domes- 
day, which it wasufiial in ancient times for great lords and others 
toTiave made for their private ufe, and in which, only particular parts, 
and not the whole county were tranfcribed. What there is in this MS. 
is a very exa6t copy of parts of the furvey, but many paragraphs in 
dnoftofthe chapters are entirely and ex profefib omitted. 

Dr. Gale ^ves this account of thefe kind of rolls — " Ex his duo- 

** bus voluminibus folebant regni proceres fuas poffeffionesexcerpere ; 

"' et quae fparfim disjedaeper varias regni partes difleminabantur in 

" unum ordine comportare. Archiepifcopus Cantuarienfis fuos te- 

** nentes hinc coUegit, fed in rotulo defcripfit ; quod fecifle eum conji- 

" cio, ante quam hi duo codices extarent. Abbatiae fere omnes fuos 

. " reditus hinc defumpfere, et in libros digeflerunt. Croylandenfis, 

. " Elyenfis, Wigomienfis liber in hocgenere adhuc fervantur. Comi- 

" tes idem fadtitarunt; vidimus comitum Richmundiae et Norfolciae 

*^ terrarum ex Domes-day defcriptiones. Hinc etiam ortum fiium 

*' habuit liber ille Feodorum militum^ quanquam, tradlu temporis, exno- 

-** vis inqufitionibus multumidiverfus evafit (r). 

(f) Script. Angl. vol. iii. app. p. 795. 
I B 2 Pcfi, 
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Farts of Domes--day already printed. 

In die appendix to Dr. Brady s introdu<5Bon, p. i. et fequent, 
there is printed a lift of all the great 'landholders taken from? 
Domes-day. 

In the appendix to the 3d vol. of Dr. Gale's Smptores Hift. Angli- 
canae. Page 759 to 778. the Jura etConfuetudines Anglo-Saxonicae, . 
in each county are printed, from Domes-day. 

In the Rcgiftrum Honoris de Richmond, a Tranfcript of what 
relates to that honour, which in. Domes-day makes part of Yorkfhire^. 
is printed p. i. top. 20^ 

In the appendix to Morton's Natural Hiftorytjf Northampton— 
fliire, p. I. to p. 46. there is printed a tranfcript of fuch part.of 
Do>iES-DA Y, as relates to that County. 

In Sir Henry Chauncey's antiquities of Hertfordfliire, there is a tran- 
fcript of Domes-day for that county, with a tranflation thereof into* 
Englifh. 

In Sir Peter Lciccftcr's KBftory of Chefhire, there is ]»inted a. 
.tranfcript of what concerns that county. 

In Hemingi Chartularium, puhlifhed by. Mr. Heame, there is 
printed a tranfcript of what relates to the church of Worcefter. 

Mr. Morant, in his antiquities of Colchefter, hath printed a tranfcript 
of fo muchof DoMES-DAY as relates to that 4x>rough. 

And in the Defcriptions of foma few- other counties tranfcripts or 
tranflations of fuch. parts of Domesday^, as relate to thofe particular^ 
counties, are alfoprintcd* 

It is proper, however, to remind the Society, fliat many of thefe 
printed tranfcripts are faulty, and that all of them will require to Be 
minutely compared,. andcarefuUy. re-examined with the original. 

Parts 
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Parts of DoM£s*DAY in manufcript inpt^Uc or prt-^ 

vate hands. 

The number of manufccipt copies of feparate or detached counties^ 
or parts of Domes-day in publick or private Golle(3iQXis is confider* 
able; fuch of theqi^ as are come to my knowledge, are mentioned* 
in the following lift) whidi is, with the greateft deference, fub- 
mitted to the perufal and confideration of the Society, not as a 
^work in any manner peffeS^ but as capable of being greatly en- 
larged and corrected by every indtvidual member of this learned 
body. 

Ji lift rf Jiich tranfcripts ar copies ^ parts (^/^Domes- 
DAY, as mm are^ or lately were^ in the follomngi 
colleSiions. 

Kmt. I. A copy of Domes-day for this county is faid to be in- 
the hands of the reprefentatives of Dr. Harris, who pub- 
lifhed the firft voL of the hiftory of Kent. 

2. In the Cotton Library. " Pars libri cenfeilis, condnens 
<< deicriptionem Cantii, chanu^e anl^yo ^QtettiuSa. 

•^c.vm. i3..(>t). 

Surrey. 

Hampjhire. 

Berkjhire. In the A&molean Coll. Oxford " Liber cenfualis Willi- 
" elmi Conqueftoris, vulgo Dooms-day Book, viz.Ber- 

" rochefcire Chirogr. Aihm. 822. Cat. Manufcript* 

" Angliae, par. i, p. 348. N?. 8087. 

Wiltpre. 

D(mfetjhire. In the hands of Mrs. Horner .of Mdbury; and a copy 

(*) Vid. ante p.. 10. 

fronv 
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from Mrs. Horner s copy is in the hands of the Jlev. 
Mr. Hutchins, ReSor of Wareham. 

Somerfetjkire. i. In the library of the cathedral diurch of Exeter, 
"A tranfcript of Domes-day Book, for the county 

^* of Sortierfetftiire. Cat. MS. AngUae, Par. II. 

p. 56. N'. 2093." 

2. A tranfcript of Domes-day for this county, is in the 
hands of Mr. Henry Strachey. 

JDevmjhire. In the library of the cathedral of Exeter " A tranf- 
" cript of Domes-day Book for the county of Z)r- 
''vmjhirer ^Cat. MS. Angliae^ Part II. p. 56. 

N^2093. 

Mr. Mark Cephas Tutct, a mcniber x)f this fociety, hath a 
tranfcript of Domes-day for great part of this coujity. 

ComwaL In the library of the Cathedral of Exeter. " A tranf- 
" cript of Domes-day Book for the county of Com- 
« wall (/).''— Cat. MS. Angliae, Part n. p. 56. N*. 2093. 

Middlesex. 

Hertjor^re. In the hands of Dr. Vernon a member of this Society. 

BucJdngbamfhire'.ln the hands of Mr. Brown Willis, a member of 
this Society. 

Oxfordjhire. Aihmole Coll. Oxford, " Liber Cenfualis Wilhelmi- Con- 
" queftoris vulgo Domes-day Book > pars Oxenford- 
" fcire." Cat. MS. Angliae, Part. i. p. 348. N^ 8087. 

Glocejlerjhire. In the library of the fociety of Lincoln's Inn, given 
them by Sir Matthew Hales. 

The life of Sir Mathew Hales, p. 120. 

(/) It has been faid, but upon what foundation I am not informed, that this MS, in 
the Library of the Cathedral of Exeter, is not a Tranfcript of Domes-day, but 
'pf the Return from which Domss-day for great Part of the Counties of Dorfet, 
Somerfet, Devon, and Cornwall was compiled. 

> Worcejierjhire. 
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Wbrcejlerjhire. In Jefus College Oxford, among the MSS. of Ed- 
ward lord Herbert of Cherbury. 

"A tranfcript on a parchment roll, containing all 
"the matters in Domes-day, relating to Worcefter 
« andWorcefterfhire (/)." CatMSS. Angliae,Tom. L- 
Par. 11. Page 70. N^ 2122. 

Merefordjhire. In the library of the Society of Lincoto's Inn, Sir 
Matdiew Hales's MSS. 

Cambridgejhire., 

Huntingdon/hire. 

Bedford/hire. 

Northamptonjhire. Sir Thomas Gave, among Mr. Bridges's papers. 

Leicejierjhire. Mr. Mores, a member of this Society. 

Warwick/hire. Sir William Dugdale's MSS. in the Bodleian library 
Oxford. " Exemplar libride Domes-day pro comitaf 
^ Warwicenfi tantummodoi p. i . Exemplar brevis re^ 
^^gtftri <le. Domes-day pro Com. praedidt. p. 49. — 
" Abbreviationes verborum in librode Domes-day,'* 
p. 59. Cat. MSS. AnglisB, Tom. I. Par. I. p. 292*- 
N*.6492. 2 A. 2. 

Stqffbrdjhire. i. In the library of Mr. Chetwynd of Ingeftry, " Two. 
" books in folio, being collections of deeds, &c.. 
" towards the hiftory of Pirehill hundred, one of 
"them having a tranfcript of Domes-day Book, 
" fo far as concerns Staftordlhire." — Cat. MS. Angliae, . 
Tom. II. p. 105. No. 4045. 

2. In the Bodlepn library, among the MSS. collec- 
tions of that learned antiquary Roger Dodefworth.. 

" Ex libro vocato Domes-daie, StafFordfliire. Cat., 
MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p. 2i8.N^ 5037. This i 
take to contain only extracts, and not to be a copy,, 

{]) This is faid to be miflaid. 

3..Ini 
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3* In the Afhmole coUedtton. 

*^ Tranfcripta quacdam ex libro Domes-d a y, in Stafford- 
« ihire;'— Cat. MSS. AngUae, p. 343 . N^ 784 1 . 

4. " Viroram nomina ex libro Domb8-day et locorunai 
"in Staffordihire* In the Aihmolc collection/' 
Cat. MSS. p. 333. N^ 7459. 

5. " Liber cenfualis Williclmi Gonqueftoris, vulgo 
"Domes-day Book> viz. Staffordfliire." — In the 
Aflimole colle<aion. Cat. MSS. Angliac, p. 348. 
N^ 8087. ' • 

6. Dr. Vernon, a member of this Society^ hath a eoc^eCft 
tranicriptof DoME»-DAY for this. coun^« 

Sbropjhtfe. Mr. Mytton. 

€he/hire. Mr. Dodcfworth's^SS. in the Bodley Library. 

1. « Ceftrefcire ex Domes-day Book.'* Cat* MSS. 
Angliae, Tom. I. p. 222. N^ 5054 8. 

2. " Tenurae in<;bm. Ceft. e Libro Domes-day." Cat. 
MSS. Angliac, p. 209, N^ 5005. 31. 

3. Tranfcript of Chefhire Domes-day. Cat. MSS. An- 
gliae, p. 212. N^ 5017. 16. 

In the Aihmole colledtion, Oxford. . 

4. ^* Liber CenliialisWilhelmi Conqueftoris, vulgo Do^ 
** mes-day Book, viz. Cefterfcire^'* Cat. MSS. An* 
gliae, Tom. I. p. 34^. No. 8087. 

5. Mr. Booth, a Member of the Society, hath Sir Peter 
Leicefter's printed copy collated v^rith the Original. 

Notinghamjhire. In the Bodley Library « ex -l^ibro DcJmes-day* 
« Snotinghamfhire.*' 
Cat. MSS. Angliae,Tom.I. p. 226. "N" 506 5. y. 
Rutland/hire. 

Torkjhire. 1 . Dr. Drake of York. 

2. Dr. Nathanael Johnfoh of PonleftaA. *< A tranfcript 

«of 
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" of Domes-day for Yorkfliire." Cat. MSS. Angliae, 
Tom. II. p. loi. N°. 3866. 
Mr. Dodefworth's MSS. in the Bodley Library. 

3. ♦* Terra Regis in Com. Ebor. ex Libro Domes-day," 
Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p. 229. N". 5086. 8. 

4. " Aliqua de Com. Eborum ex Libro de Domes- 
day." Cat. MSS. Angliae, p. 231. N°. 5093. 6. 

HJcbmmdftnre. Part of Yorldhirc. 

Mr. Dodefworth's MSS. in the Bodley Library. 

1. " Hie incipiuntterrae et villae cumcarucatis et longi- 
" tudine et latitudine earundem villarum infra Rich- 
" mundfliire,quaequondamante Conqueftum fUeranf 
« Edwini Comitis, et quas Will. Angliae Conq.dedit 
" Nepoti fuo Alano Comiti Britanniae diu ante extn?- 
" dionem eaftri feu viliae de Richmond. Ex Li- 
" bro Domesday." Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. 
p. 404. N». 4188. 

In the Library of the Earl of Carlifle. 

2. " Domes-day Book, A. D, 1086. Richmondfliire." 
Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. II. p. 14. N». 617. 

Lincoln/hire. Mr. Dodefworth's MSS. in the Bodley Library. «« Ex- 
" trada c Libro de Domes-day fub tit. Com. Lin- 

««coIn." Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. L p. 212. 

" N». 5017. II. 

EJfex. I. Mr. Booth, a Member of this Society. 

2. Mr. Dodefworth's MSS. in the Bodley Library. "Ex 
« Libro Domes-day, Effex."— Cat MSS. Angliae, 
p. 221. N". 5049. 21. 
Norfolk. I. Earl of Carlifle's Library. 

« Domes-day Book for Norfolk." Cat. MSS. An- 
gliae, Tom. II. p. 14. N". 617. 
2. Peter Le Neve's MSS. 

"• A Copy of Domes-day Book, fo much as concerns 

«* Norfolk, on velom, the fiime charadler and very 

C *«old,'* 
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u old." Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. 11. p. 87. 

N^ 3533- 
3. A tranfcript among Mr. Blomfidd's Papers* 

Sufolk. I. Earl of Carlifles Library » 

" DoMfes-DAY Book for Suffolk." -Cat. MSS. An- 
gliae, Tom.IL p. 14. N^ 617. 

In the Bodley Library Mr. Dodcfworth's MSS. 

2. " Ex Libro Domes-day dc Com. Suffolc." Cat* 
MSS. Angliae, Tom. I. p* 220. N*. 5046. 17. 

Cvpies or ExtraSis o/'DoMEs-iyAY, which it does not appear 
to what Counties in particular they belong. 

Earl ofCarliJle. Cat* MSS. Angliae, Tom. II. pag, 14. N^ 618. 

" Domes-day Book, Volumcn alteram;" this poffibly 
may be a copy of th^fr^ or Azr^^- volume. 

Henry St. George^ Ctarencieux. Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. II. p. 112* 
N**. 4236. *^ Domesday for Jeveral Counties." 

Sir William Dugdales MSS. in the Bodley Library. 

" Analefta quaedam e vetuflo Codice MS. vulgariter 
" nuncupato t)oMES-DAY Book, penes Thefaur. et 
"Camerar. Scaccarii rcmanente. ■■ , ■ In analects 
" defcribuntur terrae antiquitus pertinentes ad Stem- 
** mata Nobilitatis Anglicae in agris, i. Cantiano, p. u 
'^ 2. Suflcxienfi, p. 5. 3. Bercherienfi, p. 9. 4. De- 
" vonienfi, p. 11. 5. Ceftrenfi, p. 15. 6.Ebora- 
" cenfi, p. 19. 7. Wilfetenfi, p. 28. 8. Dorfetenli, 
p. 30. 9. Snmerietenii, p. 31. 10* Cornubienfi, 
p. 33. II. Scrobbcrienfi, p. 35* 12. EfTexienfi, 
p. 41. 13. Suthfolcienfi, p. 47. 14. Surreienfi, 
" p. 56. i5.Hamtunenfi, p; ^y. 16. Staifordienii, 
" p^ 60. 1 7. Middlefexienfi, p» 6 1 . 18. Oxonienfi, 

" p. 62. 
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" p. 62. 19. Cantabrigicnfi, p. 64. 20. Hertfordi- 
**cnfi,p.67. 21. Buchinghamenfi, p. 70. 22.GI0W- 
^ " ceflxenfi, p. 74, 23. Wigornienfi, p. 76. 24. 
« Herefordienfi, p. jj. 25. Bedfordienfi, p. 8o* 
" 26, Northamtancnfi, p. 83. 27. Notinghamenfi, 
"p, 88. 28.-Derbicnfi, p. 92. 29. Northfolcienfi, 
"p. 95. 30. Warwicenfi, p. 105- 3i.Lincolni- 
<* enfi, p. 108. 32. Leiceftrenfi, p. 117, top. 124, 
" > ■ ■ Liber totus ipfius Dugdalii manu confcriptus 
cc eft." Cat. MSS. Angliae, T. I. p. 292. N^ 6491. 

JDr. 7i&. Gdii MS.<* Tranfcriptum Libri didli Domks-d a y, qiiantum 
« ad EKcnfe Monafterium perrinet." Cat. MSS. An- 
gliae, Tom. U. p. 192. N^ 6185. 
Cathedral of Canterbury. Cat. MSS, Angliae, T. 11. p. 224. N^ 7 1 99. 
«* Extrad de Domes-day Book, Dc terris Arch, et 
Monach. Cant {m). 
Cottm Library, i. "Colledtanea ex libro Domes-day.'* Vitellius 
F. 12. 
2. ** Epitome Libri Ccnfualis, Domesday in Scaccario 

" repofiti et fcripti A. 1086." Julius C.L i. 
3. Vitellius. CDC. 23. " Praefatio Arthuri Agardin expli- 
•• cationem verborum oblbletorum et inufitatorum^ 
" quae in libro ceniuaJi nuncupato occurrurit : in qua 
•• deetymologia verbi Domes-day, libriquc ufu et de 
" modo, quo coUedus et digeftus fuit, agitur («). 
" 26. Arthur Agard's account of Domes-day, its an- 
« tiquity," &c. 
Jnt. a Wood. Cat. MSS. Angliae,Tom. Lp. 366. N^. 8525^ «< Quae- 
" dam ex Libro Domes-day.*' 
Cat. MSS. Angliae, Tom. L p. 364. N^. 8494. « Verba 
« abbreviata in Libwo Domes-day per Fran. Tate." 
* 

\m) This is printed in the appendix to the iirft part of Mr. Somner's Antiquities of 
Canterbury, publiihed by Mr. Batteley, p. 44 to 51. 

{n) Printed in the appendix to the Regiftrum honoris de Richmond, p. i. 

C 2 AJhtnok. 
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^jhnok MSS. Oxford. « Nomina tenent. de Rege Willh. Con- 
" queftore per fingiilos Regni Comitatus, quemadmo- 
" dum habentur in Libro vocato Domes-day, 
" in Scacc. Rem. fcript. A. 1686. Chirogr 
« Rob. Glover Fecial. Somerfet." Cat. MSS. Angliac 
Tom. I. p. 328. N°. 7298. 

It is probable fome of the MSS. copies of Domes^-d ay, mentioned 
ill the foregoing Lift, are miflaid, and not now to be met with in | 

the collections above referred to; and that others of them, which 
in the catalogues are called copies, may, on perufal, appear to be 
only abftrads, or abridgments : and it is equally probable, that 
many other copies of the whole, or parts of this valuable work, not 
mentioned in the preceding lift, will appear to be in other coUedli- 
ons. 

Mr. Agard, in his preface to the obfolete words in Domes-day, 
mentioned in the preceding page, affigns an additional reafon for the 

Conqueror's making this furvey " Conqueftor fub ipfb fuoingreflk 

*^ regnumhoc, annuo tributo (Danegelt vocatum) taxatum invenit; 

" ^pro quo coUigendo, Rex Ethelredus totum rcgnum in hidas 

" divifit, quarum fmgulae fex folidos perfolvere tenentur Cum 

*' vero Rex Willielmus illud aliquando majoris, aliquando minoris 
*' emolument! efle in comperto habuiflet, optimum efle duxit, ut in- 
" quifitio per totum regnum haberetur, qua dignofceret, quantum 
** fingula oppida, villae, et hamletta numerare tenerentur ; et ut in 
" libro Domes-day fcriberetur his verbis, pro V Solinis, Hidis, vel Ca:- 
" rucatis fe defendit, quod aeque valet ac fi diceret, pro tot Solinis, 
" Hidis, vel Carucatis Danegelt perfolvit. 

The author of the notes to thcRegiJler of original writs, p. I4.b. 
Xays Domes-day was made in the time of Edward the Confeflbr j 
and that all the lands which were in the hands of Edward the Con- 
feflbr, at the time that book was made, are ancient demefne, and that 
the lands which were then in any other hand are frank-free. His 

words are, 

I "Fait 
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" Fait af&voir que le liure de Domes-day fuit fait en temps de 

" Seint Edw. le Roy, et touts les terres que furent en le main de dit 

" Seint E. all temps que le liure fuift fait fount auncien demene, et 

« les terres que furent adonques enauter main fount frank fee." 

There is a Nota Bene to the fame purport in the Natura Brevium. 

Fitzherbert hath adopted this miftake, by tranfcribing the whole 
fentence, with a fmall variation, into his New Natura Brevium, 
p. i6.b. 

I am fenfible how much I have trefpafTed on the time and atten- 
tion of the Society, by this very long paper; but if it (hall, in the 
fmalleft degree contribute to indupe the lovers of Britifh Antiquities 
to undertake the printing Domes-day Book, I fhall not defpair of 
their forgivenefs. 

Great S^ueen-ftreetj 
29 Nov. ly 5^ * P. C W. 
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DANEGELD: 

WITH 

SOME FURTHER PARTICULARS 

RELATING TO 

Will the Conqueror s S "O r vey. 

By a Member of the Society of y^miquaries^ of London^ 



Read at a Meeting of the Society, i JpriU 175^5 j and 
ordered to be printed. 



LONDON, 
Printed in the Year m dcc lvi^ 
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D A N E G E L D, ^c 



TH E particular attention your Lbrdihip and the Society were 
pledbd to &ew to the paper I had the honor to lay before 
you tiie 29th Nov. 1755, containing an account of Ibme 
•particulars relative to Domes-day book, hath encouraged me to pro- 
fecute my inquiries, and I flatter myfelf that what I have now further 
to offer on that fubje£t will not be difpleafing to the Society. 

The learned Dean of Exeter, to whom this Society is under great 
obligations for his repeated antiquarian conununications, in the paper 
he laid before the Society, the 2 2d Jan. 1756, concerning the 
JExeter MS. fay§, The common opinion is, that Danegelt was a tasx 
of one Jhilling upon every hide of land in England, waft-land, as he 
fuppofed, excepted. In my former paper, p. 20. I tranfcribed a 
paflage from. Mr. Arthur Agard, which implied, that Danegeld was, 
in its original inftitution, a tax of fix'fhillings on every hide of land. 
As I jfhall bd^always diffident of any opinion I may be thought to 
have adopted, tiiat fhall appear in the leaft degree different from that 
of a perfon much more converlant with things of this fort than 
inyfel^ I thought it not improper to bring this matter to a clofer exa- 
mination. The refult of this inquiry I have now the honor to lay 
before the Society, from which, I apprehend, it will appear that Mr. .^^rd 
■ Cal e^ the learned Dean, and myfelf, were under a miftake as ta 
this matter } and that Danegeld was originally neither one Shilling, 
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Tiovjix Shillings, but a tax of two Shillings per Hide. The infc- 
parable conne<ftion there is betwieri the Domefday furvey and Dane- 
geld, will induce your Lordfhip and this learned Body to excufe the 
trouble I give you of this fecond paper ; they will be of opinion the 
fubjedl at leaft is worthy their coniideration. 



I. Dan EC ELD, or, as it Is called by the Saxons, J&ejiejelt>> 
heregildum, i. e. " tributummilitarefeunavale,'* began to be coUedted 
in the reign of king Ethelred about the year 991, as fome writers 
fuppofe, ob pacandos Danos patriam infeftantcs, or, according to 
others, about the year loi 2 or 10 13, for the hiring Danifh or other 
fliips, foldiers, and mariners, to oppofe the incurfions of our foreign 
invaders. It was originally an annual tax of two fbillings on every 
hide of arable land in the kingdom ; and was in its nature a land- 
tax, and is the firft ftated tax of that kind mentioned in our hiftorians. 
It was called Danegeld, as being originally agreed to be paid to the 
Danes, and, like many other things, continued to retain the name long 
after it became appropriated to ufes intirely different, Mr. Tate in a 
lift, inferted by Mr. Camden, in his Britannia, p*226. and by Sir 
Henry Spelman, in his Gloflary, p. 292. makes the number of hides 
of land in England amount to 243,600, confequently the grofs pro- 
duce of this tax at two (hillings per hide, would at that rate amount 
to 24,360 1. a very great fum to be annually raifed at that period. 
Edward the Confeflbr fufpended the payment of this tax during 
part of his time. In the reign of Will. L it was in one inftance 
increafed XoJixJhillingSj and in that of W. Rufus to four Jkillings for 
each hide. . In the reign of Henry I. it was three JljillingSy and in 
the reign of king Stephjea two Jhillings per hide. It continued to 
be collected as low as 2 1 Hen. IL and probably later. 

2. There were two kinds of payments made in the reign of 

Ethelred to the Danes ; the one tributary to purchafe peace, and put 

a ftop to their depredations; thefe could not be annual, being in their 

nature ex re nata, accidental and occafional^, and were raifed not by 

I ^ any 
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aiiy ftated tax, but in the beft mapticr tlie neceffity and urgency of 
affairs would permit. — The othi^r -^txzjiipendiary^ 01 fubfidiary 
payments, made annually, in confequence of treaties, whereby the 
Danes contraded to furnifh the Englifh with a fleet of (hips of war, 
fometimes more, fometimes lefs, for the defence of die Englifli 
coafts, for which the Englifli agreed to pay them a ftated annual 
fubfidy. For the r^fing this, the tax called Danegelt, which was an 
annual land-tax, was firft introduced. 

3. Some of our earlieft hiftorians, for want of diftinguifliing thefe 
two different kinds of payment, place the original of the tax in 
queftion as early as the year 991, when the tributary payment to 
the Danes conmienced; other writers have been of opinion this tax 
was originally collected not to fomifh money to the Danes^ but to 
<lefray the expence of guarding our coaft againft their invafiom. 

Sir Henry Spelman defcribes Danegeld to be^ " Tributum An^lis 
" indiftum, alias ob pacandos Danos, alias ob arcendosr And a little 
lower, " Tributum annuum 48,000 librarum, ab omni populo era- 
« dendum, Danegeldum proprie nuncupatum." Gloflary, p. 161. 

The author of the .Dialogus de Scaccario hath the following 
chapter written expreflly on the fubjeft of this tax, 

« XI. Quid Danegijldum, et qu are sic dictum. Infula nofba 
fuis contenta bonis peregrinis non cget. Hanc igitur mcrito dixere 
priores, Divitiifquejinumy deliciifque larem. Propter haec innumcras 
ab extcris injurias paffa eft j quia fcriptum eft j Furem preciofafgnata 
follicitant. Circumjacentium enim infularum praedones, irruptione 
fadta, maritima depopulantes, auruin, argentum, etquaequepretiofa 
tollebant. Verum cum rex et indigenae bellicis apparatibui inftrudi in 
fuaegentisdefenfionem inflarcnt, illi fugas aggrediebanturaequoreas. 
Inter hos itaque pene praecipua et femper pronior ad nocendum 
erat bellicofa ilia et populofa gens Dacorum ; qui praeter com- 
munem raptorum avaritiain acrius inftabant, quia aliquid de antiquo 
jure in ejufdem regni dominatione vendicabant, ficut Britonum 
plenius narrat hiftoria." 

B 2 "Ad 
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*'^ Ad hos igitur arcendos a regibus Anglicis ftatutum eft, ut de 
" fingulis hidis regni, jure quodam perpetuo, diw folidi argcnti fol-- 
" verentur in uiiis virorum fortiunr, qui, perluftrantes et jugiter 
*' excubantes maritima, impetum hoftium reprimerent. Quia igitur 
" principaliter pro Danis inftitutus eft hie reditus, Danegildum vel 
" Danegildus dieitur. Hie igitur annua lege, ficut didum eft, fub 
« indigenis regibus folvebatur, ufque ad tcmpora^ regis Wilielmi 
" primi de gente et genere Normannorum. Ipfb namque regnante, 
" tarn Daci quam caeteri terrae marifque praedones hoftiles co- 
" hibebant incurfus, fcientes verum efle quod fcriptum eft. Cum 
^^ fords armatus, cuftodit atrium fuumy in pace funt ea quae pojjidet^ 
" Noverant autem etianx quod acerrimae virtutis homines impunita$ 
" non ferunt injurias. Qmm. ergo £w iblviflct terra fub ejufdenpi 
« regis imperio, noluit hoc ut anniyim folvi, quod fuerat urgent^' 
" neceffitate bellica,e texnpeflatis exa<3:uin, nee tamen onxnino propter 
" inopinatos cafus dimitti. Raro igitur temporibus illius, vel fuc- 
" ceffi)rum ipfius, folutus eft : hoc eft, cum ab exteris gentijDus bella 
" vei opiniones bellorum infurgebant. Verum, quocunque tempor? 
•' folvatur, ab ipfo libcri funt q^ui affident ad Scaccarium. Vicecomites 
** quoque ab hoc quieti funt de donainiis fuis, propter laboriofam 
** ejufdem cenfus coUedtam." 

Mr. Selden in his Mare Claulam, lib. ii. hath given us a chapter 
exprefs on the fiibjeift of Danegeld, from which I haw tranfcribed 
fuch parts as contain his opinion concerning it. 

" Tributum, feu ftij^adiuxa Danegeldum. di<93W^ 2d rem navalem 

" et territQrio marina tuendo q;i*otajcinisL pendebatur. Originem 

" habuit tributum hoc fub Ethclredo rege. ScDicet is a Swana 
" Danorum rege miferas tandem reda<fhis in ajpguftias, pace ab ea ^ 
" empta, etiam ex fbedere conduxit puppes panorum 45, quaa 
" regnum fuum in mari excubando tutarentur, Uipendia, quae ex» 
" tributo hoc conflarqntur, in commeatus annuatinjiaccepturae. Quod 
" ut rite intelb'gatur, advertendum eft ex Hiftoria Angio-iaxonica,. 
" tributum feu cenfum Danis perfolvi fub id tempus folimm non 
" unius fuiflc generis. Aliud erat tributum feu pecuniae vis, qua 

" pacem 
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« pacem interdum Anglo-faxones ab illis infulamgravit^r infeflaniibus 
« redimebant : aliud vero, quod claffi Danicae, ad tutandum mare 
" oraique defendendas maritimas condudlae, ut ftipendium praefta- 
« batur. — ~- Neque quptanms pendi folebat hex: genus primum, fed 
*« pro re nata fiibinde praeftitum eft. — — Quod vero fecundi generis: 
«< erat claffi Danicae, ut didhini eft, condudae foivendum, id an- 
*^ nuum fuit. Nee certa pecuniae quantitate finieba,tur, fed quanta 

*' claffiarioruoi VK^hii ct veftitui fufficeret. Utrumque auteni. 

" praeftationis, quam diximus, genus, Dane^elb, Danegeldum fea 

** Danageldum, id eft, tributum Danicum, dicebatur Secundum? 

" vero, quod pro claffiariorum commeatu foiutum eft, itidem eadem 
'< voce indigitabatur, turn quia ex foedere Danicp natum, turn quia 
** Danicae claffi iwnna terpitorio tuendo condudae pendi Iblitum^ 
^* Unde et idem retinuit nomen t2^m fub. ipfis regibus Danicis, veluti 
•* C^uto, FJaroldp I. HardecJ^nuto, quam fub Anglo-faxonibus feu 

<* Anglicanis. Apud Matthapos Weftmonafterienfem etParifien- 

" fem annua ftipendii hujiK I>anici penfip triginta o<fto millibus 
«^ librarum aeftjipatur- Q^Pd fan? t?mere niofiis, ab eis fcriptum eft. 
•* Nee melius illi, quibus trigintJi millibus librarum taxa^ur ilia 
*' penfio, velut Chronici Melrocenfis autori. Nam qualicunquc cenfus 
" ratione, pro temporum varietate, tribu^upi ipfum regi pcnderetur, 
" certiffimum videtur ftipendia claffi Danicae pnieberi folita adeo 
*^ incerta fuiffe, ut nunc annpliora multo, nunc anguftiora, pro 
** navium et claffiariomm numero tutseke marinae idoneo (quod nee 
^^ aliter evenire potuifle credendum eft) pradftarentur." Selden. 
Oper% vol. iv. p. 13 17. to 1322. 

4. In order to determine which of the abovementioned opinions ought 
to be adopted, it will be neceflary to compare the different accounts our 
hiftorians have given of this matter with each other. For this piirpofe: 
I have tranfcribed fuch of them as appeared to me to be material^ 
in the author's own words, and as near as could be in a regular order 
of time : by this me^Uis the Society will have the whole before thenx 
in one view. 
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H. Hunt. Hift. lib. v. p. 205. a. " Edelredi regis anno decimo 
*' tertio (A. D. 991.) primum ftatuerant Angli, concilio infaufto Siricii 
^^ archiepifcopi, quod ipfi cenfum Danis perfolverent, quatenus a 
« rapinis ct cacde ccfl^cnt, ct dedcrant eis decern mille libras. 
** Hoc autem malum uique in hodiernum diem [tempore regis 
^« Stephani] duravit, et diu, nifi Dei pietas fubveniat, durabit. Regibus 
" namque noftris modo perfolvimus ex confuetudine, quod Danis 
^* perfolvebatur ex inefFahili terrore." 

Florent. Wigom. p. 609. A^ 991. " Quo infuper anno Sirici 
^* Dorobernenfis archiepifcopi, et ducum Aethelwardi et Aijfrici 
<^ confilio Danis tributum, quod erat 10 millium librarum, primitus 
" datum eft, ut a crebris rapinis cremationibus et hominum occili- 
*5 onibus, quas circa ripas maris frequenter agebant, defifterent, 
« pacemque firmam cum eis tenerent." ■■ ■ ■ Simeon Dunelmenfis, 
p. 196. Matth. Weftm. p. 169. And Roger Hoveden, p. 245, b. fay 
the fame, in almoft the fame words. 

Chronicon. Saxon, p. 126. " Anno 991. hoc anno decretum eft 
" primum jam ut folveretur tributum Danicis viris propter magnos 
" horrores quos incufTerunt incolis maritimis. inprimis nempe x millia 
** librarum. Illud concilium conftituit Siricus archiepifcopus.** 

Chronicon Johannis Brompton, abbatis Jomalenfis {a). " Anno 

'" Ethelredi regis xiii. Angli infaufto concilio Sirici Cantuari- 

'«' enfis archiepifcopi, ut Daci a rapinis etcaedibus ceflarent, cenfum 
•** pravum eis folvere ftatuerant. Quibus x millibus librarum prima 
^* pro tributo datis, hoc malxun ufque in hodiernum diem in Anglia, 
'* et diu^ niji Dei pietas fubveniat^ durabit. Nam regibus noftris 
** modo {b) confuetudine folvimus quod Danis tunc ex terrore inefFabili 
" folvebatur* Secundo vero folvebatur eis tributum 16 millium libra- 

{a) Decern Scriptores, p. 879. 

{b) From hence it appears^ this part, at leaft, of this chronicle was wrote while 
.Danegeld was a fubfifting tax, and therefore much earlier than the reign of £d- 
yvzxA in. as low as which Mr. Selden, in his preface to the Decem Scriptores, hath 
(hewn a part of it which anfwers to the year 10^9 was wrote 5 others fuppofe the 
iuthor wrote about the year 1 198. Vide Tanner de Scriptoribus Angl. 

" rum; 
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« fumj teriio 24 milUum librarum; quarto 30 millium librarum; 
" quinto 40 millium librarum, donee tandem pecuniadeficienteiterum 
" tenderent ad rapinas." 

Ran. Higdcn, in his Polychronicon (r), mentions a third payment 
of 20,000 1. omitted by Brompton, and both thefe authors ftate thftfe 
payments, which, according to Higden, amount to 140,000 1. as being 
paid the feme year. 

Ra. de Knighton de Eventibus Angliae (^), agrees with Higden 
as to the number and quantity of the payments, and adds they were 
made annually; but with relpedt to the time when the five laft 
payments were made, thefe writers are all miftaken. 

Knyghton swords are; " Interea, Dunftano mortuo,Dani venerunt 
«< in Angliam quafi in quolibet portu Angliae ; unde nefciebatur qua 
«< parte illis occurrerent ; unde confilio Sirici archiepifcopi fucceflbris 
«< Dunftani tributum annuum folvunt. Primo anno x. mil. libr. 
« Secundo anno xvi mil. Tertio anno xx mil. Quarto anno xxiv 
" mil. Quinto anno xxx mil. tandem xl mil. donee pecunia de- 
" fieiebat in Anglia. Et tunc redierunt iterum ad rapinas." 

It appears by the Saxon chronicle, and other hiftorians, that 

die firft tribute of 10,000 1. was paid A°. 991. The fecond of 

16,000 1. A°. 993, or 994. The fourth of 24,0001. A^ looi^ 

■ The fifth of 30,000 1. A^ 1007. 

5. The Danes renewing their ravages, Ethelred determined to levy a 
large fleet and army to oppofe them. This he did by an oeeafional 
land-tax, then introduced for the firft time j every diree hundred and 
ten hides of land being taxed with providing a fliip, and. every eight 
hides with finding a foldicr, armed with a head-piece and breaft- 
plate. But thefe preparations, like all the former of this weak and 
unfortunate prince, proving unfuceefsful, he was reduced A^ loii.. 
to fue for peace; and accordingly by a treaty concluded A°. 10 12.. 
between him and the Danes, in confideratioa of 8000 1. as the Saxoa 

(c) Gate's Scriptores Angl. vol. iii. p. 270. 
{jd) Decern Scriptores, voLii. p. 2315.. 

Chronicle, 
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Chronicle, and Henry of Huntingdon, fay, or rather, as moft o€i6t 
authors mention, of 48,000 1. paid them by the Englifh, the Danes 
agreed to put an end to the war, and to furnilh Edielred with fort^ 
five (hips of war, for the future protection of his kingdom from foreign 
jmrafions, which were to be paid and maintained by the Engliih. 

" Anno miileiimo feptimo, rex Anglorum Egelredus, primatum 
" fuorum confilio nuncios ad Danos legans, iis mandavit, qu6d 
** fiimptus et trH>utum co tenore illis dare vellet, ut a rapinis deiifte- 
'^ rent, et pacem cum eo firmattt tenerent *, cujus poftulationi con<^ 
<< fenferunt, et ex eo tempore de to^ Anglia fumptils illis dabatur, et 
*« tributum, quod erat 36,000 librarum, illis peffolvebatur." Hove- 
den, p. 246. b. 

'Saxon Chronicle, p. 1431. A^ 1012. ^^ Quum primum tributum 
<* eflet perfolutum, et pax juramentis firmata, diiperfus eft late cxcr- 
" citus. Turn fubditae funt regi de claife [Dacorum] xlv naves, 
« quae ei pollicitae funt fe hanc terratn defenfuros, modo is illis viBum 
" et vejiitum jubminijirarety 

Hen. Huntingdonienfis (^), A^. 10 12. <* Tunc vero rex nirtiis fero 
^« pacem fecit cum Dacorum exercitu, dans eis 8000 librstfum. — — 
« Subdiderunt autem fe regi 45 puppes Danorum, promittentes quod 
<* Angliam tuercntur, rex vero inveniret eis vidhim et veftitum." 

Hoveden(/), Anno 10 j 2. ** Perfidus dux Edricus Streona et 
^* omnes Angliae primates ante Paicha Lundoniae congrcgati funt, 
<< et ibi tam diu morati funt quoufque tributum Danis promifTum, 
«< quod erat 48 mille librarum, perfolveretur. — — Poft haec tributo 
" foluto, pace juramentis £rmata, Danica claffis, ut prius erat con- 
" gregata, longe lateque difpergitur ; fed cum rege quadraginta 
" quinque naves rcmanfere eique fidelitatem juravere^ et adverfus ex- 
" teres Angliam fe defenfuros, eo tenore promiferunt, ut eis viCtum 
*« regimcnque praeberet/* 

6. What the cxpence of maintaining this fleet amounted to is not 
•mentioned by any of thefc writers. The Saxon Chronicle, A"". 1040- 

(♦) P. 207. a. 
.(/) Hovcden, p. 247. b. 248. a. 

p, 156. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



OFDANEGELD; 9 

p. 156. takes notice that 11,048 1, was paid that year for 32 (hips. 
At that rate the cxpence of 45 fhips would amount to about 1 5,500 1. 
For want therefore of more exaft information, we may reafonably 
fuppofe that a fum of upwards of 1 5,000 1. was by this treaty become 
a fUted charge on the kingdom, neceffary to be annually provided 
for. 

Ingulfus, Brompton, the Chronicon of Peterborough, and other 
authors affirm, the payment of Danegeld, as a ftated tax, began in 
the year 1012 or 1013; probably in the treaty between Ethelred 
and the Danes, in imitation of what had been done by Ethelred A^. 
1008, it was ftipulated that the expence of thefe fhips fliould be 
raifed by an annual tax on land. 

In 10 1 3, Ethelred retired to Normandy, and whether in thc^r/i 
inftance diis tax was coUeded by his authority, or by that of his 
fucceflbr Swane, who was this year acknowledged by all the people, 
tanquam verum regem, is uncertain j Henry Huntindonienfis, p. 207. 

A*. 10 1 3. " Swanus rexDacorum venit et ab omni populo ha- 

« bebatur pro rege, ju/ptque dart per Anglianj viftum et cenfum 
<< cxercitui fuo/' 

Hoveden, p. 248. a. A^ 10 13. " Menfe Julio rex Danorum 
<< Swanus cum valida claile ad Sandicum portum eft appuUus ■ 
" qui ad fuam claflem reverfus, ab omni populo Anglorum rex 
« appellabatur et habebatur. Quod cum vidiflet rex Ethelredus ■ 
" Normanniam devehitur, et a Ricardo comite honorifice fufcipitur. 
." Interea Swanus tyrannus, fuae claflae fumptus affluenter parari et 
" tributum fere xm^rtzhllcfohi praecepitJ* 

7. A"*. 10 14. Swane died, and the Danifh fleet eleded Canutus king 
in his room ; the Englifti thereupon recalled Ethelred, who died in. 
10 1 6. iand was fucceeded by Edmund, who, after feveral victories 
over the Danes, was the fame year totally defeated by them, with 
the lofs of moft of the Englifh nobility, and feduced to agree to pay 
tribute to the Danes 5 foon after which he died; and upon his death 
A*, 10 1 7. Canutus the Dane, became king of England, and the 
next year the Danifli army, after receiving a tribute of 72,0001. or 
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as Henry of Huntingdon fays, 82,000 1. from the kingdom in general, 
befides 10,000 1. or as others &y, 10,500 1. from the city of London* 
returned to Denmark, leaving forty of their ihips in Englifh pay. 

Canutus died in 1036, and was fulcceeded by "Harold, who died 
in 1039. During thefe two reigns, which comprehend a fpace of 
above twenty two years, a fleet of Daniihxfhips of war were con- 
ftantly kept in Englifh pay ; eight marks being the hire or wages 
annually given to each rower, and twelve marks to each captain or 
maften — ~* In 1039, upon the death of Harold, Hardacnute fuc- 
ceeded him, who kept diis year iixty two Danifh (hips in Englifh 
pay, at the before mentioned rate. 

A^. 1040. There was paid 21,099 1. for tribute, and afterwards 
i 1,048 1. for the pay of thirty two fliips ; this is the laft payment 
made to the Danes. The proofs of what is here advanced are fet 
forth in the next fedtion. 

8. Florent. Wigorn. p. 619. A*. 10 18. " Hoc anno de tota Anglia 
" 72 millia etde Lundonia 10,500 librarum exercitu DancMum funt 
" perfbluta, ct cum regc Canute 40 naves remanfcre^ ceterae vera 
«< Dcnemerciam funt revedlae ; Angli et Dani apud Oxenefordam dc 
<< lege regis Safari tenenda Concordes funt effedi. 

Saxon Chronicon, p. 151. A^ 10 18. "Hoc anno fblutum fiiit 
" iftud tributum per totam Angliam gentcm, nempe lxxii, millia 
" librarum ; praeter id quod cives Lundenenfes perfblverunt, nempe 

" IX. millia librarum. Deinde Danici exercitus pars reverfa eft 

•« ad Denmearciam, xl autem naves remanfere cum rege Canuto. 
" Dani etiam et Angli Concordes fadi funt apud Oxnafordam. 

Matth. Weflm. p. 207. " Annogratiae 1022. Angli et Dani in 
" coUoquio apud Oxoniam celcbrato, de legibus regis Edivardt^ prim 
<* tenendis Concordes efFefti funt ; unde eifdem legibus, jubente rege 
<* Cnutone, ab Anglica lingua in Latinam tranflatis, tam in Dania 
" quam in Anglia propter carum aequitatem a rege praefato obfervari 
" jubentur.** 

Heniy 
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Hcmy Huntington, p. ao8. b. "Cnut rex Anglorum fecit per 
" Angliam nurabilem cenfum reddi, fcilicet lxxxii niillc lib. practcr 
*< undecies mille lib. quas Lundonien&s reddiderunt/' 

Saxon Chron. A'. 1309. p. 156. " Hoc anno deceflit Haroldus rex 
" ■ qufquc dicbus Ibiuta funt tributa xvi navibus, unicuique 
*« ncmpe rcmigi vin marcae, proutfadhim eftCanuti regis aetate — 
<< Hoc ipib item anno venit Hardecanutus ad Sandwicum, vii diebus 
'^ ante mediam aeAatem^ et ftatim fufceptus eft turn ab Anglis turn 
^< Dams : verum ob id poftea proceres gus multa mala funt paili. 
*< Turn decretum eft ut fblverentur lxii navium fingulis remigibus 
^ VIII marcae.'* 

Flor. Wigom. p. 623. ** 0<Slo marcas unicuique fuae claffis remigi, 
*' et duodecim unicuique gubernatori Ide Ma Atglia praecepit rex 
** [Hardecanutus] dependi, tributum videlicet tarn grave, ut vix aliquis 
« id poflet perfolvere.'* 

Saxon Chronicon, A**. 1040. p. 156. " Hoc anno fuit tributum 
" militare [ ftepe jeolb ] iblutum, nempe xxi millia libranim et 
" xcix librae, et poftea Iblutae fuerunt xxxii navibus, xi millia 
" librarum et xlviii librae. 

Mr. Selden> Mare Claufum, p. 13 1/* iays this laft fum of 1 1,048 L 
was paid for building 32 fhips, <* fcilicet 32 navibus conftruendis, quod 
" fcribit Huntingdonienfis," which is a miftake j Henry of Hunting- 
don's words are ; " Anno fccundo Hardecnut redditus eft cenfus 
** exercitui Dacorum, fcilicet 21,000 lib. et 89 lib. et poftea funt 
« redditae 32 puppibus 1 1,000 lib. et 48 lib." p. 209. a. 

9. A?. 1042. Hardicnute died, and was fucceeded by Edward the 
Confeilbr, who put a ftop to all future pa3rments from the Englifh to 
the Danes, as well tributary as ftipendiary. He continued neverthe* 
lefs to colle<a Danegeld from the fubjedk until the year 105 1, when, 
as Ingulphus and other authors fey, he abfolutely repealed it. The 
laft time he colle<3:ed it, was, ad navigium faciendum, as appears from 
a writ of Will. I. which directs the boundaries and jurifdiftions of 
the bifhop of Worcefter and the abbot of Evefliam, to be " ficut 

C 2 " crant 
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*^ erant die qua novijime tempore regis Edwardi geldum acceptum 
" fuit ad navigium faciendum/' Heming Caijular. vol. i. p, 78. 

" Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo, quod Dancgeld dicebatur, 
" trigelimo odlavo anno ex quo pater fuus Ethelredus primus id 
" Danicis ibldariis folvi mandarat, integre abfblvit {g). 

" Anno Domini 105 1, Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo 
" folvit, quod eis pater fuus propter Danorum fol(krios impofuerat {h). 
" Anno Domini 105 1, cum terra non darct folita fertilitate 
^* fhidtus fuos, fed fame plufimos habitatores devoraret, in tantum 
^' ut bladorum cariftia et panis inopia multa hominum miilia 
" morerentur: mifericordia motus fuper pauperes, piifTimus rex 
" Edwardus tributum graviflimum, quod Danigeld dicebatur, ommi 
" Angliae in perpetuum rdaxavit (/)/* The inducement for this 
is curious and diverting. " Ferunt quidam regem fanftiflimum, 
" cum didtum Danigeld cubicularii fui collegium in regis cameram 
** intuliflent, et ad videndum tanti thefauri cumulum ipfum addux- 
" ifTent, ad primum afpedtum exhorruifle, proteftantcm fe daemo- 
*« nem fuper acervum pecuniae faltantem, et nimio gaudio exultan- 
" tem profpexifle. Unde priftinis pofleflbribus juflit ftatim reddere, 
** et de tarn fera exadlione ne iota unum voluit retinere, quin in 
" perpetuum remifit, anno fcilicet xxxviii, ex quo, tempore regis 
" Ethelredi patris fui, Swanus Rex Danorum fuo exercitui illud folvi 
** fingulis annis imperaroit'^ 

Ailredus Abbas Rievallis, in his hiftory of the life and miracles of 
Edward the Confeflbr, makes no mention of this pretended appari- 
tion, but gives the following account of the -abolifhing the tax in 
queftion [k\ " Tributum illud graviflimum quod tempore patris fui 
" primo clafli Danicae pendebatur, poft modum vero Fijco regto 
" zxivlsjingulis inferebatur, regia liberalitate remifit^ et ab onere hoc 
** importabile in perpetuam Angliam abfolvit." 

{g) Chronicon Petri Burgi, p. 42. 
(h) Chronicon Johannis Brompton. p. 943. 
(/) Ingulph. Script. Angl. vol. i. p. 65. 
\k) Decern Scriptorcs, vol. i. p. 383. 

Rad 
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Rad deDiceto Abbreviationes Chronlcorum, p. 457, A^ 1051. 
"Rex Edwardus abfolvit Anglos a gravi vedigali triccfimo odlavo 
^' anno ex quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus id Daniels folidariis 
*« folvi mandofoitr Hoveden, p. 253. a, fays the fame. 

Chronicon Johannis Brompton. p. 943. " Antio Domini "to^i. 
«' Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo folvit, quod eis pater fuus 
" propter Danorum foldarios impofuerat". . 

Florent. Wigorn. p. 626. " A^. 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
" Anglos a gravi veftigali 38 anno ex quo pater fuus rex Ethelredus 
" primitus id Danicis foldariis folvi mandarat.** 

Ranulph. Higden. Polychronicon, p. 278. A^, 1050. " Edwardus 
" rex abfolvit Anglos a gravi tributo, quod pater fuus Egelredus 
" Danicis fblidariis folvi fecerat, et jam per xl annos duravemt." 
Henr. de Knyghton, p. 233. ufes the fame words. 

Matthew of Weftminfter, the Chronica of Mailros, and a few 
other hiftorians, fay, thefubfidyor tribute, paid to the Danes for their 
/hips, was a ftated fum of 30,000 1. or 38,000 1. a year ; but this is a 
miftake, probably not of the writerSj but owing to the inaccuracy of 
the copyifl or tranfcribers. 

Chronica de Mailros (7)^ " Anno 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
•* Anglos a gravi vedligali, id eft, xxx librarum et viii anno ex 
" quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus Danicis id foldariis folvi 
^ mandaverat/' 

Matth. Weftm. p. 219. " Anno Gratiae J051. Rex Edwardus a 
** vedligali graviflimo Anglos abfolvit, quod patre vivente, Danicis 
•* ftipendiariis triginta o£to millium librarum folvi cenfuevit." 

An ancient MS. chronicle in my cuftody, which formerly be- 
longed to the priory of Hickling in Norfolk. " Anno 1 05 1 . Edwardus 
" rex abfolvit Anglos a gravi tributo, id eft xxxviii librarum xxxviii°. 
^< anno ex quo pater fuus rex Ethelredus primitus Danicis id foldadia 
5* folvi" mandarat." 

(/) Scriptorcs Angl. vol. i. p. 157. 

Hovcdco, 
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Horedcn, p. 246. b. fays it was 3 6,000 L a year. 

An annual tax of near four {hillings on each hide of land would 
have been neoeflary to pay 38,000 L a year to the Danes, and there 
is no mention in hiAoiy until long after this period of any tax of that 

fort.. 

10. Thefe payments to the Danes could not avoid being extremely 
oppreffive and grievous to the people j they were rendered more fo 
by the manner in which they were collected. If a perfon did not 
pay the fum aflefled within three days after the time appointed for 
paying it, the owner was liable to be turned out of his eflate, and 
whoever would pay the tax for him put into the poflcffion of it. 
This proved the fource of great fraud and oppreffion, as will appear 
from die following extracts from the Liber Wigornieniis. 

Hcming. Cartular. vol. i. p. 248. " — Sicuti fa<^um efl tem- 
" poribus Ethelredi, regis Anglorum, vaflante et depopulante banc 
" patriam pagano rege Danorum, Swein nomine, cum maximum 
*« et fere importabile tributum tota Anglia reddere cogeretur. Ob 
" hujus itaque tam gravis tributi exaiftioncm, omnia fere ornamenta 
^^ hujus ecclefiae di(ba£ta funt, tabulae altaris, argento et auro paratae, 
<< fpoliatae funt, textus exornad, calices confra6ti, cruces confiatae, ad 
** uldmum etiam terrae et villulae pecuniis diftradtae funt. Simili 
" modo etiam a^m eft regnante Cnut, filio fiio, et adhuc graviora 
** ve^kigaliafuperadditafunttemporibus regni filii Cnut,cujus nomen 
" erat Hardecnut, qui etiam totam ifbm provinciam hofUleexercitu 
" fcrro et igne depopulavit.^' 

Heming. Cartular. voL i. p. 277. " Tempore quo Cnut rex 
" Danorum, hac patria devi(9a, vcftigal importabile toti Anglorum 
<* regno impofuerat, ablatae funt diverfae villulae in Uuareuuidcire a 
•* monafterii pofleffione^ vi et fraude malignoram Danorum, quorum 
" potentia eo tempore terror erat indigenis hujus patriae. Conftituerunt 
" enim, ut, fiquid vedigalis ad iii*". conflituti diei deeflet, quifquh 
^^ prius pecuniam pro ea foherety ejm pojfeffioni fubjaceret. HaC calli- 
" ditate inventa, quifquis aliquam terram de monafterio concupierat, 
" pecunia data vicecomiti, veftigali refugato etiam fatis tempcflivo, 
" quod male concupierat, pro libitu injufte rapiebat.*' 

II. The 
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1 !• The 1 2th, or in fomc editions the i ith, of the laws commonly 
afcribed to . the Confeflbr, which in another place I have proved to 
be of a more niodern date {m), gives this account of Danegeld. 

" De Danegeldo. Danegeldi redditio propter pyratas primitus 
" ftatuta eft. Patriam enim infeftantes vaftationi ejus pro pofle fuo in- 
«* fiftebant. Ad eomm quidem infolentiam reprimendam ftatutum eft, 
" Danegeldum annuatim reddi, fcilicet 12 denarios ex unaquaque hida 
" totius patriae, ad conducendos eos qui piratarum irruptioni refxftendo 
" obviarent. De hoc quoque Danegeldo libera et quieta erat omnis 
« ecclefia, et etiam omnis terra, quae in propria dominia ecclefiae 
« erat, ubicunque jaccbat, nihil prorfus in tali redditione perfolvens, 
" quia magis in ecclefiae confidebant orationibus quam in armorum 
" defenfionibus. Et banc libertatem tenuit Anglorum ecclefia ufque 
** ad tempora Willielmi regis junioris, qui de baronibus totius Angliae 
*** auxilium petiit ad Normanniam retinendam de firatre fuo Roberto^ 
" Nomaannorum comite, Jerufalem proficifcente. Conceflfum eft ei, 
'' non lege ftatutum neque firmatum, fed habuit necefiitatis cau& 
*^ ex unaquaque hida 4 iblidos, ecclefia non excepta ; quorum dum. 
'< fieret coiIeAio,proclamabat^£ta ecclefia, libertatem fuam repofcens^. 
*• fed nihil profecit (»)" 

The pafiiage before cited of Ingulphus, who was a cotemporary 
author, and in whole copy of the Confeflbr's laws, as confirmed by 
the Conqueror, this law is not inferted, fumifties an additional 
argument, if any arguments are wanting, againft the authority^ 
and genuinenefs of the law relating to Danegeld. If Edward 
die Confeflbr had for ever aboliftied Danegeld, it could not have^ 
been certified to W. the Conqueror, as a tax fubfifting by virtue of a' 
law of that king. The tmdi is, that this law, attributed to the- 
Confeflbr, was, as I have obferved on another occafion, an inter- 
polation made as late as die time of Hen. II. and is therefore o£ noi* 
authority with regard to the prefent inquiry. 



(m) Queftion concerning the Jews, p. ja, J^*- 
\n) Leg^Edwardi. WUkini, p<^ igjB* 
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12. It is probable Will. I. coUcdted Dancgcld in the fccohd year 
of his reign. Simeon of Durham^ Knyghton, Brompton, and many 
other of our hiftorians agree, that, upon his return from Normandy, 
in the year 1067, he levied an Infupportable tax upon the people, 
'" Importabile tributum Anglis indixit." How often he coUedred 
Danegeld after this period does not appear, except that A*». 1084, ot 
1086, he encreafed it to fix (hillings per hide, which was three times 
more than it appears to have ever been afieiled at before. 

" Anno regis Willielmi xviii (A: 1084) idem Rex de qualibet 

" hi^a terrac in Anglia fex folidos habuit et accepit/' Chron. 

Joh. de Brompton. p. 2351. Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2352. 

Matthew Paris fays it was coUeSed A^. 1083, after the furvey was 
made : ■ " Deinde [that is after the making the furvey] de uno- 

** quoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, todus regni fex folidos cepit 
" argenti." Edit. Watts, p. 9. 

Matthew of Weftminfter, p. 229. fays the fame, and treats it as 
a larger tax than ufual. ■ " Deinde fenior fadlus avarior, et de 

" rege tyrannus, de unoquoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, totius 
" regni fex folidos extorfit truculenter." 

The Saxon Chronicle places the colle<9ing this tax in the fame 
year 1083. p. 185. " Hoc etiam ipfo anno [1083.] poft Natales, 
" rex permifit exigi magnum tributum ac grave per totam Atiglprum, 
^* terram, id eft, pro unaquaque hida duos et feptuaginta denarios." 

In the Inquifitio Geldi for the five Weftern counties in the Exe- 
ter MS. Danegeld, is throughout computed at fix ihillings per hyde, 
and wherever it differs, it is only in fmall fradlions, owing to the mif- 
takes of the writer or copier, which, by the manner in which they at 
that time expreffed their fums and quantities, they were very liable to. 

In Wiltfhire, in the hundred of Mere (Exeter MS. p. 288.) die 
Danegeld for 5 1 hydes is ji 5 1. 6 s. 5 1 x 6 = 306 fliillings. 

In Somerfetftiire, p. 237. b. in the manor t>f Torlberg, three 
hides paid the king x8 s. for this tax. 6x3 = 18. 

I In 
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In Devonfhire, p. 311. a. inHcrtiland hundred feven hides paid 
^ I. 2 s. and in Toritone 24 hides are rated at 7 L 4 s. 

In Dorfetfhire, p. 297. a. in Henoltune hundred i^-f hides paid 
4 L 7 s, I4ix 6 = 87 (hillings. 

In Cornwall, p. 304. a, in Winnentone hundred fix hides paid 
^1. 16 s. and in Fanurcone hundred, 304. b. i if hides paid 3 1. 9 s. 
11^x6 = 69 {hillings. 

13. In the following imperfeft and unintelligible law of Hen. L 
Danegeld is fuppofed to be in his reign 12 d. per hide. 

" XV. De Danegeldo. Danegildum, quod aliquando ringe 
" manus d^batur. i. xll. denar. de unaque hida per annum : fi ad 
" temiinosnonreddaturWjrta emendetur." Unlefs you will fuppofe 
a miflake in the copy, and that it fhould be ii. xH. denar. twice 
1 2d. a method of expreffion not infrequent in ancient MSS. Thus 
in the Exeter MS. quater xx = 80. 

The reading as it ftands in the text is unfupported by any other 
authority I have been able to meet with, and is contradicfted by what 
paiTed in the ninth year of the reign of Hen. I. (A®. 1 1 14.) who, on 
marrying his daughter Maud to the emperor, collected Danegeld 
throughout the kingdom at the rate of three (hillings per hide 
^* Rex itaque cepit ab unaquaque hida Angliae tres folidos." Hen. 
Hunting, p. 379. 

A MS. chronicle in Trinity College, Cantab, cited by Mr. Madox, 
Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 475. fays, A^. 1 1 14. "A eel tens fu 
" done Danegeld par mi Engleterre." 

Hen. I. in his thirtieth year, " in redemptionem peccatorum fuorum,** 
promifed," ut feptem annis Danicum tributum relaxarct." Rad. 
Higdep, lib. vii. c. 17. 

King Stephen, at his coronation, (A^^I35.) faithfully promifed. 
among other things, << quod Danegeldum, id eft, duos folidos ad 
'* hidam, quos AnteceJJbres fui fingulis annis accipiebant, in aetemum 
•* coodonaret." Roger of Wendover, Henry of Huntingdon, and 

D the 
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the other authors, who mention this, fay he did not keep Kis pro- 
mife. In this they are fupported by the Revenue Rolls of his reign. 
Mr. Madox (Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 475.) fays, that, " in 
" the great roll of the fifth year of king Stephen, Danegeld is 
" accompted for in every county, as if it was a fettled yearly revenue; 
" that is, in the like words of form, which were then wont to be 
" ufed in accompting for the fettled yearly revenue. Thus the 
" Danegeld for the firft year (viz. the immediate year accompted 
" for) was called barely Danegeld, or novum Danegeldum > the 
" Danegeld for the next preceding year> praeteritum Danegeldum ; 
" the Danegeld for die third preceding year, vetus Dwiegeldum, etc. 

Mr. Selden in his Mare Claulum, lib. il. cap. xv. takes notice that 
it appeared by the Exchequer Rolls, that Danegeld had been paid in 
the reign of Hen. IL and Mr. Madox, by extracfts from thofe roUs^ 
hath fince proved it was accompted for in the great rolls of the 
^* 3- 4' 5- 7- ^o* ^d ^^* Htn. IL I /hall tranicribe the two laft of 
thofe extradts. 

" CMbertus de Brai, r c de xl marcis de mifericordia quia prohibuit 
<< Danegeldum dari de dominiis. In thefauro liberavit et quietus edJ!' 
.Mag, Rot. 20. Hen. II. Rot. 9. a. Berckicira. 

*' Et Heliae oftiario i marcam ad portandas fummonitiones de 
** Danegeldo per Angliam per breve regis.'^ Mag. Rot. 2i- Hen. IL 
Rot. 3. a Londonia et Middlefexa. Hift. Excheq. p. 479. n. /. L 

Ralph Higden in his Polychronicon^ p. 202. de legibus legumque 
vocabuliss gives this definition of Danegeld, " Danegeld, id eft, Tail-* 
** lagium datum Danis,, id eft, vi^. de qualibet bovata terrae." 

Now as eight bovates were equal to a caniotfe, and as a carucate 
was generally underftood to be the fame as a hide, it follows that 
Danegeld was two ftullings, or 24 pence = 8x3 per hide. 

* The foregoing authorities I apprehend clearly noake out what I 
undertook to prove, that Danegeld was originally and in its inftitutioa 
a tax eitwoJbilUngs on eveiy hide*. 

. Danegeld> 
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Daft^dd, Heregeld, Hidegeld, Hidage, Carucage, were different 
names for the fame tuc andentljr raifed upon land ; in its original it 
fvas called Danegeld, Heregeld ; afterwards Hidegeld and Hidage $ 
and laft of all Carucage and Carnage. 

Car tica, Carucata, Aratrum, and Hyda, were at that time confid^ed 
as fynonymous, and to expre& the fame quantity of land. 

** A^. I200, Rex Johannes mutuavit regi Franciae xxx millia 
^* marcarum, pro quibus coUedbum ^^Caruagium in Anglia, fcil. iii s. 
" pro quolibet Aratro'' Reg. prioratus de Dunfbple, p. 47. 

" A^ 122 1. Rex Henricus cepit de qualibet carucatu terrae, duos 
*< fblid." Chron. MS. prioratus de Hickling- 

Sir H. Spelman, in his Gloflary, p. 127. defines Carucage to be 
^'Tributi genus, quod fingulisAratris communi regniconfilio imponitur." 

MS. Roffen. fol. 138. A^ 1224. 8 Hen. III. " Hoc anno Domini 
<< reg^ pro magnis laboribus fuis et expenfis tam a praelatis quam a laicis 
*^ conceffum efl p^- totam Angliam Carucagium^ de qualibet iciL 
*« Caruca duo fblidi." 

Mr. Madox> in his hiflory of the Exchequer, p. 502. 503. hath 
tranfcribed feveral entries from the accompts in the revenue rolls of 
perfons, who, in the 10, 14, and 19 Hen. III. accounted for the ar- 
rears oi Carucage ; he is of opinion it was a tax of fb much for each 
came of land, holden by bafe or inferior tenure onfyy in which pofTibly 
he is miflaken ; he admits be found very little about it in the revenue 
rolls. 

IL 

By Terra, in Domefday book, and other records relative to 
this matter, is always underflood arable land, in contradiftindion 
to pafhire, meadow, wood, etc. which, although defcribed in the 
forvey, their contents are not therein expreflcd in hides, but in acres, 
ieucac, quadragenarii, «tc. which were not charged vdth this tax, or 
confidered as part of the geldable or arable land. 

D 2 Thus 
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Thus in the Exeter MS. produced by the Dean of Exeter to 
the Society, after mentioning the number of hides of arable land, 
and the amount of Danegeld paid for it, the Survey defcribes the 
reft of the lands after this manner : 

** iiii quadragenar' nemoris in longitudine, ct ii quadragenar' in 
" latitudine — xl agros prati et ii qiiadragcnarias pafcuae." 

Cities and towns which had no arable lands, paid Danegeld in 
proportion to a certain number of hides. Thus Exeter paid quantum 
y hidae terrae : Salifbury gelded for fifty hides, etc. 

III. 

Danegeld was not, as has been imagined, a partial tax on a part 
only of the ^arable lands of the kingdom, but was univerfal and ex- 
tended over the whole, 

Mn Roger Gale, a late learned member, and great ornament of 
this Society, in the appendix to his Regiftrum honoris de Richmond^ 
is of opinion that the Domefday furvcy, and confequently the account 
of the perfons paying Danegeld, was confined to the lands ofjucb as 
i>eld immediately of the kingy ^nd of the church. ■ How he has made 
out a propofition, which he admits to be contrary to the uniform 
voice of almoft every ancient writer, may probably be the fubje<9: of a 
future inquiry. 

** Oblervabimus prinK) quod clare conftet, reclamante licet grege 
" monachorum noftrorum, vel ex ipfo Libro Cenfuali, omnes terras 
" Angliae in eo nequaquam fuiffe defcriptas. ■■ Infinita pene vil- 
" larum antiquarum nomina in ea oniifla.--— — Quidni igitur ex eo 
** hoc fadum fit, qaodjoli tenentes de rege^ et de ecclefia (quae edam 
** de rege tenebat) eo in Cenjii defcriberentur, terrae autem quae 
** Anglis remanferunt, iis foilicet qui nonfuerunt in con/ilio et auxilio 
^^ contra Willielmum regem^ ncn^qusim ad Examen revocatae fnt?'* 

Mr. Gale concludes with faying " Contra opinionem perfecula 

^^ftabiUtam imus, fed veritati litamur, librum ipfum et equos judices 
<' appellamus." Append. Regift. Honoris de Richmond, p. 227. 

The 
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The inftances in the Conqueror's furvey, which mention, that in 
rome few eftates the number of hides were not known, and that they 
never paid this tax, were probably owing to thofe lands not having 
been turned up into tillage until after the time of king Ethelred. 
But, in general, the nuniber of hides belonging to the crown, the 
king and queen, and their tenants, were enumerated as well as thofe 
of the fubjeft. The Dialogus de Scaccario, c. viii* p. 23. fays, 
" Cognita fumma, quae de comitatu requiritur, ab his qui in comitatu 
" fiindos habent, per hydas diftribuitur." 

The demefhe lands, which belonged to the king and queen, and 
thofe in the hands of their immediate tenants and fermors, although 
afleflcd, did not pay this tax. The reafon of which is obvious : it 
would be paying witii one hand what they wore to receive with the 
other. 

The eftates of many other perfons were originally,' or in a courfe 
of years, exempted from paying it. The demejhe lands of church- 
men and religious houies were excufed from it in confequence, 
either of the eleemofinary grants by which they held their lands 
from the crown, which were ufually granted — " libera ab 
** omnibus fecularibus fervitiis et fifcali tributo, exceptis expeditione, 
« arcis pontifve extrudione." — — or " adeo libera in omnibus ficut 
" rex habuit in faa propria manu — ^ or ** adeo libera in omnibus 
" ficut mea propria Dominica terra — or " quieta de Geidis, 
^* Danegeldis et Hydagiis" — — or the like ( (? ) ; or they might be 
intided to this exemption by virtue of fbme general grant antecedent 
to the conmiencement of this tax, flich as the grant made A^» 694, 
by Withredus Rex Cantiae, and renewed afterwards in a great 
council by Ethelbalus Rex Merciorum, in the following words, ■ 
« Igitur ex hac die et deinceps concedimus et donamus, etc, eccl^fiis 
<« rcgni noflri liberas efle perpetua libertate ab omnibus fecularibus 
<* fervitiis, ab onmi debito vel pulfione rcgalium tributorum, ut poflint 
^* pro nobis Deo omnipotenti hoftias dignas offerre, noftraque pcccata 
** abluere inamaculatis muneribus (j)'' 



{0) Dugd. Monafticon. vol. i. p. 44. 196, etc» 
ip) Thome Chron. X. Scriptorcsy p. 2208. 
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It appears by the law relating to Danegeld, interpolated among 
thofe ,of Edward the Confeflbr, about die reign of Hen, 11. that the 
Clergy then claimed their being exempt from this tax as an original 
right. This exemption only extended to their demejhe lands^ their 
other eftates being charged with it. 

Sir H. Spelman, in his Codex Legum Veterum, p. 304. hath 
infcrted the following writ for exempting the bifliop of Worcefter 
from Danegeld. 

" Breve Rejgis Hen. I. de non faciendo Epifcopum Wigom. 
« geldare. 
<* Henricus Rex Angloram Waltero de Bello Campo et colleftoribus 
*< Wcrcccfthefcire, Salutem. Precipb vobis ne amodo faciatis 
" Epifcopum Wigorniae geldare, etc. Tefte. Ep. Sarum apud 
i'Winton." 

This writ is imperfectly fet forth by Sir H. Spelman ; it is copied at 
large in Heming. Cartular. vol. i. p. 298. " Henricus rex Anglie 
<< Waltero de Bello Campo et cc*. Wireceftrefire falutem. Precipio 
" vobis ne amodo facietis epifcopum Wigomie Geldare de terra fua 
•< de Wireceftrefira nifi pro ccc et quater xx ct vii hidis et dimidia, 
« T. epifcopo Sar. apud Wintoniam." 

The demefiie lands of the great lords and barons, and others, 
who held by military fervice, were in like manner exempted from 
the paying Danegeld. 

The realbn of this exemption fecms to be, that it was unreafon- 
able diat thofe, whofe perfons were by tenure imploycd to ferve in 
the wars, fliould be doubly charged by paying for their lands to the 
feme fervice. 

Hen. I. in his Magna Charta, c. 2. which, as to this point, was 
only a renewal of what appears to have been the law and pnwaice in 
die time of Will. L confirms this opinion. « Militibus qui per 
« loricas terras luas deferviunt, terras Dominicarum Carucanmi fua- 
« rum quietas ab omnibus geldis et ab omni opcrc proprio dono 
<< meo concedo> ut^ ikut benignitas mea propenfior tSt in «is, ita 
A «mihi 
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<< mihi fideles fint; ut ficut tarn magni gravamine allevati funt, ita 
*< equfs et armie fe bene inftruant ; ut apti et parad fint ad fervicium 
«* meum, et ad defcnfionem regni mei (y)." 

In fome inftances lands were exempted from paying this tax by 
the king s particular order. " Habet abbas de Eove/ham v hidas 
« apud Haurtun Geldcntes et x funt quiete de geldo per brevem 
'* regis/' Heming. Cartular. p. 3 1 5- 

The barons of the Exchequer, (herifFs of counties, and the afleflbrs 
and colledors of the tax, were alfo exempted from paying Danegeld 
for their demefne lands, or at leaft for a part thereof. 

A few extrafts from the Exeter MS. will ftirther explain what is 
advanced in this feftion. 

" Dorfeta. In hundredo Etheminftre funt xlvii hide et tantum 
*^ terrae habet ibi Sarifberienfis Ep"'s quantum poffint arare vi car- 
** rucae. Inde habent barones in Dnfo vi hid. et i virgam et vi car. 
•* Inde h't Ep*'s vi Car. et Rogerus Arundellus iii hid. et i virg. et 
" Briftuinus Prepofitus iii hidas. Etde xl hidis i virg. minus, habet 
** Rex xii libras, xviii denarios, et i oboh (r) minus. Et de dimidia hida 
" q tenet Urfo de Arnulfo de Hefdine nunquam htfit Rex. W. 
" Gildum. Et de dimidia hida q tenet Dedemanus de Comite de 
" Moritonio non hu it Rex Gildum hoc anno* Sed xii fblide prae- 
<* fcriptorum q" deberent effe redditi ad primum terminum non funt 
" redditr ufque ad poftremum. Exeter MS. p. 294. a. 

" In Somerfetfcira. In hundreto Cumgrelbie funt xix hide. 
*« Inde habet Rex de gildo fuo xiii folidos et vi denarios pro ii hidis 
«« et i virga. Et Rex et barones fui habent in fuo dominicatu v 
•* hidas et i virgam. De his habet Rex iii hidas et dimidiam in 
•* dominio. Et Ordricus iii virgas et Ordulfus dimidiam hide. Et 
^< Alunardus dimidia hida et pro xi hidis, quas tenent villani Regis 
*« de CumgreAie, non habet Rex gildum. Et pro dimidia hida, 
*« quam tenent villani de ccclefia Cumgrefbienfi, non habet Rex 
« ^Idum. Lxix folid. reftant de hoc hunciredo ad perfolvcndum," 
p. 4. a. 

(f) Wilkin5,p.234* 

(r) The words tt i ohol. ihould be rejcaed^ 

In 
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In the Inquifitio Geldi for Devenefcira. *f Et pro i hida q 
" clamant Fegadri fe debcre habere per confuetudinem non habuit 

" Rex gildum fuum. In hundreto de Tantonc Et pro i hida 

" q'^tenent et clamant Hundremanni per fuam confuetudinem non 
" habuit Rex gildum fuum.!* Exeter MS. 315. a. There are the 
like cuftomary allowances of one hide to the Fegadri in moft of the 
hundreds. 

By means of thcfe fevcral exemptions the produce of this tax was 
in the time of the Conqueror greatly diminifhed. 

In Somerfetfhire out of 1 13 hides of land in Witeftane hundred, 
p. t. a. Danegeld was anfwered to the crown for no more than 50 
hides. ■ Out of 104 hides in Camefham hundred, p. i. b. for 
only 50 hides. In Devonfhire out of 25 hides in the hundred 

of Plintone, p. 316. a. it was paid only for 9 hides i virgate. ■ ■» 
In Dorfet(hire out of 34^ hides in Pimpire hundred, p. 299. a. it 

was anfwered only for 13 hides.- In Wiltfhire out of 52 hides 

:in Staplg hundred, p. 276. a. it was paid only for 14 hides and half 
a virgate. And in Cornwall out of 44 hides in Pantone hundred, 
Danegeld was anfwered for orily 8 hides, p. 305. a. 

The rectifying ihis ^ufe, and .the additional hidage that might 
reafonably be expected from the improvements and increafe of arable 
lands fubfequent to the year 10 13, were probably furthei; reafons 
with William the Conqueror for makii^g his furvey. 

IV. 

Sir Henry Spelman, in hisGloflary, p. 177. et 291. and in other 
places, fays, " Mifit autem rex Gulielmus, utauthori mihi funt Annales 
c« Waverlienfes MS. A^. 1083. regni 16. ^/«ytt^ juftitiarios fubs per 
«* unamquamque Scjrram, id eft, provinciam,Angliae, etinquirere fecit 
" per jugurandum quot hidae, id eft, jugera uni aratro fufficientia 
'« per annum eflcnt in unaquaque villa, etc." . 

In the Annals of Waverley, as publifhed by Dr. Gale, in the 
*Scriptores Angl. vol. ii. p. 133. the nimiber of die juftices or com- 
iniffioners is not inferted. It is probable however the commifGoners 

•or 
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orjuftices, that fuperintended diis fervice in each county, was not 
Ids than the number mentioned by Sir Henry Spelman.. 

The Liber Wigornienfis hath preferved the names of four of the 
perfons, who afted as commiffioners on this occafion in the county of 
Worceft^^, and fome other counties s they were ftyled Barones Regis, 
and fometimes Principes Regis. 

Hemingi Cartular. vol. i. p. 288. In treating of the hundred called 
Ofwaldes Lau, belonging to the bifhop of Worcefter, its cuftoms 
and privileges ad^, that the truth of the account there given, 
" Teftimonium totius comitatus Wireceaftre, dato facramento juris 

•*jurandi, firmavit tempore regis Willielmi fenioris, coram 

" principibus ejufdem regisy Remigio fcilicet Lincolnienfi epifcopo, et 
" comite Waltero GifFardo, et Henrico de Fereris, et Adam fratre 
** Eudonisdapiferi regis, qui ad inquirendasetdefcribendaspoflefliones 
" et confuetudines tam regis quam principum fuorum, in hac pro- 
*« vincia et in pluribus aliis, ab ipfo rege deflinati funt, eo tempore 
" quo Angliam idem rex defcribi fecit." 

In the fame book, p. y^. An agreement made between the bifhop 
ofWorcefter, and the abbot of Evefliam, is attefted by " Remigio 
** epifcopo et Henrico de Fereris, et Waltero Giffardo, et Adam, regis 
" principibus, qui venerant adinquirendas terras comitatus. 

V. • 

The jury, from whofe inquifitions Domefday-book was formed, 
were impanelled and fwom for each hundred feparately. The 
extradting and claffing the fubftance of their returns under the 
general heads of Terra Regis,- and of this or that religious houfe, or 
great lord, or landholder, was a iubiequent work, collefted out of 
the Returns after they were tranfmitted. ' 

Sir H. Spelman was of opinion that thefe Inquifitions, or, as he 
calls them, Comitatuum enarrationes, were all loft {ry I have 
neverthelefs the fatisfa<^on to inform the Society, that this is not 

(r) Codex Icgum Vetenun, pt 292« 

E {q: 
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fo : and that, in fearching for die Liber Elienfis, I have had the 
good fortune to difcovcr in the Cotton Library, a MS. copy of 
the Inquifitron of the jury, containing their furvey for moft of the 
hundreds in Cambridgefliire. This MS. is written on vellum in 
double columns, and on both fides of the page. It is bound up 
with die Liber Elienfis, mentioned by Mr. Selden, in his pre&ce 
to Eadmerus, and begins at p. 76. a. and ends at p. 1 13. b. It is 
written in a very fair but ancient character, not coeval with the 
Survey, but of about the time of Hen. IL, It v/as given by Mr. 
Arthur Agard to Sir Robert Cotton, and is marked, Tiberius A* 
ri. 4. Your Lordfhip and the Society will be of opinion this is a 
difcovery of importance, and what had efcaped the obfervation of 
Sir H- Spelman, Mr. Selden, and our other Antiquarians. 

A part of this valuable morfel of antiquity is already tranfcribedi, 
and, in a few weeks, I hope to be able to communicate the whole 
of itto the Society. 

In the mean time> your Lordfliip will not be dUpleaied with the 
following fpecimen, being a copy of this inquiiitipn, ib far as it 
relates to the manor of Wimple, the eftate* of an illuftrious mem- 
ber of tlris Society, the prefent Lord High Chancellor of Great. 
Britain. 

^* In hundreto de Werleia— — Wincpola pro quatuor hidis fe 
** defendit tempote regis Edwardi et modo. Et de his quatuor hidifr 
<< tenet comes Alanus duas hidas et dimidiam et dimidiam virgam. 
<' Tribus t efl ibi terra. Una 6.et due l!ude in dominio, et dimidia 6 
*< poteft fieri i una t et dimidia villanis. Duo viliani, unus bordarius de 
*• quindecim acris, fex cotarii pratum dimid. Car, duo fcrvi, centum 
" ovcs. Inter totum valet feptem libras, et quum recepit fex libras, 
<' tempore Regis Edwardi, o^oiibras. Hanc terram tenuit Ediva 
^* pulchra. Et de his quatuor hidis tenet Humfiidus Danflevilla 
<< de Eudone DafHfer unam hidam et unam virgam et dimidiam^ 
'I* duabus carucis ibi efl terra. Amb^e carucae in dominio. Unus 
<< vlllanus, unus fervus pratum unius Car , fitva ad fepes reficiendas, 
^ centum oves, fex porci, duo roncini, quatuor 9fini> inter totum valet 

*^ centum 
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** centum ibIido8» et quum reccfk centum iblidos, tempore regb 
<* £dwardi> centum et decem fi>lidos. Hanc terram tenuit Comes 
*« Gurd/' Cotton MS. Tiberius A. vi. 4. p. 109. b. col. 2. 

This paflage-from die Cotton MS. eftabliihes a BoBt^ in which AntK 
quarians have not been agreed, i. e. how many virges made a hide; 
fince, if two hides and a half and half a virge, and dne hide and a 
virge and a half were equal to four hides, as it appears by this 
inquiiidon they were, it follows, that two virges made half a hide, 
and confequendy diat four virges were, at the time of the Conqueror's 
furv^, equal to a hide of arable land (s). 

The new lights this and the Exeter MS. will throw upon Domef- 
day-book, and upon each other, and the great ufe ihcy will be 
of in afcertaining the preciie and exaft quanti^ of many of the 
ancient meafiires of land, hidierto efteemed incapable of being re- 
duced to any degree of certainty, I (hall reierve for a future paper I 
intend to have the honor to fubmit to the Society^ 

P. a w. 

'Great Qucen-ftrcct, 
2 March, i7|6, 

(i ) The like condufira may he drawn from the Extirads^ p. 23. fr^m the 
Exeter MS. 
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SECT. 3. p. 5. Holingfhed, in his Chronicle, vol. i...p. 239. 
A^ 991. ^peaking of the firft tribute of 10,000 I. paid to the 
Danes, fays, " This money was called Danegylt, or Dane money, 
" ancf was levyed of the people. Although others take that to bee 
" Danegylte, whiche was g3men unto fuche Danes as king Egelred 
«* aftcrwardes reteyned in his feruice to defende the landc from other 
** Danes and enimyes that fought to inuade his dominions.*' 

• Dr. Brady, in his Treatife of Boroughs, appendix, page 8. de- 
fcribes Danegeld to be "a tax^ or money paid, and impofed^ and 
" levied ior defence of the nation againft the DaneSy or rather an 
" annual tribute paid to them, that they might abjlain from rapine^ 
" burnings ^xAJlaugbterJ' See alio his hiftory of England, fol. 123. 

Mr. Echard, in his hiftory of England, book i. c. iv. p. 99. A**. 
1 01 2. fays, " It appears from the Saxon laws, that befides the pay- 
« ment of 48,000!. it was this year refolvcd that a yearly payment 
" fhould be made xalled Danegeld, that is, twelve pence upon every 
. " hi4e of land in the nation, for the fubliftance of thofe who were 
«< to hinder the iirupdons of the Danes and other pirates ; which, tax 
« continued for about thirty eight years, till it was remitted by 
" Edward the Confeflbr. So that there was two Ibrts of Danegeld i 
<« the former thofe five occaiional fums formerly recited ; the latter 
<< that continued tax laft mentioned. But both forts alike contributed 
" to the ends for whicK they were paid." 

The Saxon law alluded to by Mr. Echard, is the law De Dane- 
geldo, mentioned page 15. to he interpolated in the time of Hen. IL 
among thde afcribed to Edward <he Confeftbr. 

Seft. 5. p. 8. Among the Anglo-Saxon laws of Ethelred, pub- 
Uihed by Lambard in his Archaxonomia, there is a treaty fuppofed to 

have 
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have been made by Ethelred with the Danifh army commanded by 
Anlaf, Juftin, and Guthmund, the three Danifh generals who in- 
vaded England, A^ 991. The tribute of 22,oQpL agreed to be 
paid to die Danes by this treaty is not reconcileable to what paffed at 
that period. 

But if the treaty, printed by Mr.Lambard, be confidered not as 
that made in 991. but as^ a renewal in 1012. of what Edielred poi^ 
fibly promifed in 991. but had not performed before 10 12. it will 
account for the different commencements our hiftorians give to the 
tax in quefUon. 

Several expreffions in the treaty feem to countenance this opinion. 

" Foedus, quod dim Ethelredus rex cum exercitu Anlavi, Juftini", 
« et Guthmundi Stegeti fiiii ex fapientum fuorum confilio feriit. 

^^ I. Imprimis, mundanae pads foedus Ethelredo regi ac omni 
" populo cum exercitu illo, cui pecuniam rex erogavit, ftabile ratum* 
" que efto, adformulam paSlionis a Sigericio archiepifcopo, Aethel- 
" vardo, et Aelfrico, fenatoribus fadtae, cum primo impetrarunt a rege 
« ut //// terrae portiunculae, quam fub togubernabanty pacem eis prctio 
" conciUare Uceret. Siquis igiturpofthac navalis apparatus in Angliam 
«« praedam fecerit^ hie nobis auxilium ferat exercituSy nofque ei 
" (quamdiu in fide manferit) quae ad commeatum fuppeditent para-« 
" bimus omnia : atque ficum iis qui in Anglia fuerint praedati pacem 
«* fecerit, extera natio aliqua nobis atque exercttui ciun ea inimicidae 
«« intercedunto.'* 

(c g, . Datis quidem exercitui ^uri et argenti .vig^lti duobus 

«« miliibus pondo, pacem Angli impetrarunt." 

The reference to the formula of the peace made by the archbifhopj 
Aedielwdd, and Aelfiric [which was concluded A^. 991.] feems to 
imply that this treaty was xttanicfubjequent to that time. ■ The firft 
article begins with a renewal of peace between the Danes and the 

EnglUh. It fpeaks of the tranfa<aion [which happened in 991.] 

as a thing paffed, the terms of which, Ethelred efteemed fb very 
diihonourable, that he recites it not as a treaty he had entered into 
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bimfelf^ but as a licence granted by him to the ardibi/hop and dit 
other two lords, to make peace widi the Danes for proteding their 
ffum particular eftates. — • « Ad formulam pa^tionis a Sigericio 
*< archiepifix)po, Aethelwardo et Aelfiico fada, cum primo impe- 
« trarunt a rege, ut //// terras portiunculae, quam fub eo guberna* 
" bant, pacem eis pretio conciliare liceret'^ 

Ethelred, by the worda of this part of the treaty, intended pro- 
bably to have it underftood, that Siricus and his coUegues made the 
: treaty of 991. except as to what concerned their own particular 
eftates, without his authority : The next expreffion, — " quamdiu 

<< in fide manferit,'' appears to allude to die Danes breach of 

treaties fubfequent to the year 991. 

The Latin tranflations of this treaty, in Brompton and Wilkins^ 
differ naiaterially in feveral particulars from each other, and from that 
publifhedby Lambard. By comparing them together, and with the 
Saxon original, the Society will determine whether my conje<3iirc8 
^uie well founded or not 

Dif j-ynb %a ppij) mal, ^ %a foppopb %e iE)eljieb Eynj^. 
^ callc hif piran pi^ ISonc hcpe ^ebon habba]^. ^ Anlaj:. "J 
Jiyn^in. *3 Du)munb Ste^eran pmu mib pxjiom- 

I. Dar xpoj-r.^ ppjiultJ pjii^ ftanbe bcrpcoxciEj^eljicbcEynin^;. 
•3 eallum b;f Icobj-cipe, *3 callum ^aem hejie 'Be j*e Eyn j jJ pcoh 
j-calbc. xfrep ^aem popmjlan ^cSijepicApcebij-cop. ^ -£]>elpeapb 
€albopman. ^ iElppic Galbopman pophron. ^a hi absbon xer J^am 
Eynjc $ hy moj^on tSam laeppan jcpyj) ^cbic jean. ^ hi onbeji 
Eynjej- hanb ofcp h«jt)on:- ^ pf^mj j-ciphepe onenjlalanbe 
jiep^e. ^ pe hcbban heopa ealpa p^lrum. ^ pe him f cnlon mere 
fint>aA. ^^pile %e by mib uf beo]>:* Anb sic %aepa laoba'tSe 
cni^e FpiJ>i;5c 'Bapa 'Be Eojlalanb hcpjic. bco hir urlah pi) uf . 
"5 pij? ealne hcpc:; 

8. Tpa ^ t^cnrij 'Supcnb punba jolbcf . ^ f colppej-. 

mon jef calbe %xm hepe ojp iEn^Ialaobe pi15 pjuj^e:- Wilkins, 
p. 104, 105. 

4 Brompton's 
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Brompton's tranflation. ** Haec funt verba pads et praelocutioncs, 
" quas Ethelredus rex et omnes fapientes ejus cum exercitu firmavc- 
" runt, qui cum Analavo^ et Juftino, et Gudaermundo Stegiani filio 
" venit 

« I. Hoc imprimis, ut pax mundi ftet inter Ethelredum rcgcm et 
** omnempopulum ejus, et omncm esercitum cui rex pecuniam fuam 
" dedit, poft elocutiones quas Sigcricus Archiepifcopus et Ethelredus 
/^ Aidermannus, et Ealfricus Aldermannus feccrunt, poftquam im- 
" petraverunta rege quod poffent illis portiunculae pacem emere quam 
" fub manu regis femper habcbant. Si navalis exerckus Angliam' 
" infeftet, ut habeamus eorum omne jftixilium, et miniftrabimus eis 
" vidhim quamdiu nobifcum erunt. Et omnis terra quae aliquem 
'* eorum manuteneat qui Angliam inquietant, fit exlex apud nos et 
•< omnem excrcitum." 

« &. . Viginti millia librarum auri et argenti data fiierunt ex-- 
" crcitui de jinglia pro pace(^?).". 

Dr. Wilkins's tranflation. " Hoc efl foedus et padum, quod- 
" Aethelredus rex et Sapientcs cum exercitu illo feccrunt, qui cum 
** Anlavo et Juftino et Guthmundo Stegetani filio erant. 

« I. Primum, utmundana pax confiflat inter Aethclredum regem 
" et omnem ejus populum, ct exercitum ilium omncm cui rex 
<« pecuniam dedit pofl pad:iones quas Sigcricus archiepifcopus et 
** Aethelweardus ct Aelfricus fenatores fecCrunt, cum impetrarent a^ 
" rege, ut poflent pacem emere illi parti terrae, quam fub regis im- 
" perio gubernabant. Et fi quis navalis exercitus Angliam infeflaret, 
<• ut habeamus eorum omnium auxilium, et nos ei debeamus alinienta 
" parare quamdiu nobifcum efl. Et quaelibet regio, quae pacem 
" aliquam feriat cum iis qui Angliam infeffant, fit exlex apud nos et 
" apud totum exercitum. 

" 8. XXII naillia librarum auri et argenti data funt exerxitui 

*^ jingiico pro pace (^)/' 



{a) Brompton, inter Decern Scriptores, vol. i. p. 899. 
(i) Wilkins Leges Angl. Saxon, p.. Y04. 
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Each of theie three tranflations appear to be incorre^ in oiany 
particulars. 

Se<ft. 9. and 10. p. 14. Peter Langtoft, A». 10 13. p. 44. thus 
defcribes the diftrefles occafioned, by this tax. 

Bofo comesi duane eft a^eyn rait^ Cr(ffe'0 mafffon, 
}t lonn Icfti to taffage fo ntyiteKe on m a toutt. 
}at noVftt cut notiacon of alle >er.Oerit'ap 
^ytiU not lytte \zt on, to gif J'et tallase* 

And page 54. 

Oatoeltnout tio tttatfit >e lono in Qtf(& trettfoaire, 
>at not]>eterle no batone myff^t lyue for taKa^e* 

Peter Langtoft, in his Chronicle, p. $7- %s> this tax wa» aboliflied 
by Edward the Confcflbr, in confequence of a treaty made between 
lum and the king of Denmark. 

€tt duane, >e Danest fcyng, (^ lono 0(0 unoetfonge, 

9 eft ttntifle eotoato duane fent ageyn, 

9 ptaieo Urn titutt ])am K pe0 toet cetteym 

cotoaco |)fm fftanteo, oponfttfiita tmC^, 

}at nettet >e Dan&ilOe foe ne non of j^iO;, 

dum tie c^alengeo for inan of Dane0 lono, 

f «nane, ityng of Danmatit, to \at eonant l^m boMi* 

fta ioajas >; pe0 geanteo toitg fltrtte on l)o>e tsoeier, 

$ ]'e Oane0 0floe fotgytten, >at neuer eft bitfoeier^ 

Se<a. 13. p. 19. Reg. prioratus de Dunftaple, p. 97. AM 220. 
•* Eodem anno raenfe Septembri pofitum eft Caruagium per totum 
« regnum ad opus domini regis. A quo archiepiicopi et epifcopi, et 
«« omnes clerici> et omnes viri religiofi et eorum n^ici quieti fuerunt. 
'* Verumtamen epiicopi per fuas diocefes collegerunt aiudlium vad 
" opus domini regis ab abbatibus etprioribus, per liberam voluntatem 
" eorum: et tunc domus de Dunftaple Iblvit tres marcas." 

Eodem anno [1224..] p. 145. " Rex obfedit Bedfordiam, in cujus 
'< jiuxilium venit Cantuarienfis archiepiicopus cum epifcopis et abbati- 

" bus 
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" bus fuflragancis : et infuper conceflcrunt ei caruagium, fcilicet 
" dimidiam marcam de fingulis carucis dominicis^ ct duos fblidos de 
*^ fingulis carucis tenendum fuorum ; et duos opcrarios de fingulis 
" hydis ad machinas cxercendas, Sed, ne hoc traheretur alias in 
" fervitutem, dominus rex fecit eis cartas de futuri temporis immu- 
" nitate/' Vide Rot. Pat. 8 Hen. III. Auxilium regi conceflum per 
cleruno Anglie contra Fulk de Breaunt inimicum fuum, qui Caftrum 
d:c Bedford contra regem muniri fecit m. 3. 
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ERRATA and ADDENDA. 

T) A G E I. the 1^ line but 3. dele Gale^ and infcrt Agard. 

1. Mr. Arthur Agard, from an entry in the book of Dunftaple(^), 
fuppofes the number of hides to be much lefs, than what Mr. Tate, 
Sir Henry Spelman, and Mr. Camden mention. The numbers in 
the book of Dunftaple are not to be relied upon. To mention 
one only of many reafons that occur in fupport of that opinion, 
they ftate the number of hides in the whole divifion of Danelaga^ 
which comprehends eighteen of the 32 {hires, to be only 3200, 
which muft be greatly too low. The author, however, thought it 
unneceflary to enter further, than he had done, into that fubjedl at 
prefent; as from die perufal of the Domefday record, the exaft 
number of hides may with preciiion be afcertained. 

2. An additional evidence that the Jirji payments to the Danes- 
were only occqfionalj and not annualy or raifed by the annual land- 
tax properly called Danegeld on the fiibjcft, may be collefted from 
a charter of Ethelred to the abbey of St. Albans, dated A*». 1006. 
printed in the additions to Matth. Paris, p. 242. which mentions 
that Ethelred borrowed 200 1.^ of abbot Leofric, on a mortgage of 
knds towards raiiSng money to pay the Danes [" Quando illud grave 
" vedligal Danis exfolvebamus."] Ingulphus, p. ^^. and other 
writers have paflages of the like tendency. 

3. Mr. Prynn, and Mr. Lambard, have adopted the miftakc, that 
thefe firft payments yftvtjiated and annual. 

Mr. Prynn, in his Vindication, Vol. i. p. 292. lays, « Ethelred 
« purchafed his peace with the Danes, by an annual tribute of 
« Danegeld, augmented by degrees, from 10,000 to 48,000 1. a 
^year^ and that by the ill counfel of Siricus." 

( a ) Hearnc's CoUcaion of Curious Difcourics, p. 72. and AppemL Regift. 
Honoris de Richmond, p. 9. 

F It 
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It appears from Steph. Birchington's lift of the archbifhops of 
Canterbury, publUhed in Wharton, Anglia Sacra, Vol. i. p. 4. that 
Siricus, irom this tranfadlion, obtained the fumame oiDanegeld. 

Mr, Lambard, in his Perambulation of Kent, p, 135. varies in 
the account, but as to this point is as much miftaken as Mr. Prynn. 
He fays, " Ethelred charged his people with importable tributes ; 
** that he firft gave the Danes, at five feveral payes, 1 13,000 1. and 
«< afterv^ards promifcd them 48,000 1. yearly:' And p. 43 1 . he fays^ 
<« The Danes received, befides daily vidhial, 48,000 1, in ready coin, 
« of the fubjeds of this realm, while their king Swein lived ; and 
« 21,000 1. after his death, under his fon Canutus/' 

4. Leland, in his Colle6tanea, Vol. i. hadi two paflages which 
have conduced to propagate this miftake, p. 260. — ~- « Siricus 
« archiepifcopus Cantuar. qui Dunftano fucccfRt, autor fuit ut vedigal 
<« annuum decem mil. librarum Danis penderetur.'' 

p^ II, « Tributum, quod Angli Danis annuatim dabant, 

« auftum ad feptuaginta duo millia librarum, et eo amplius, per 
« annum (*), ct fme hoc quod de Londonia dabatur, undecim millia 
" librarum. Tunc qui habuerunt ad tantum tributum folvcndum, da- 
« bant. Qui non habuerunt, terras ct poffeffiones et alias resirrecupe- 
« rabiliter perdidenint. Unde fa^um eft ut Ecclefia de Burch, et 
" aliae multae, muka pcrdiderint" 

P^age 29. of the Addenda, dele the word Jnlaf, and the word 
three. 

c The title of the treaty, mentioned in the Addenda, p. 29. 
app^rs to be miftaken, and affords a further objeftion againft die 
treaty itfelf. The army of Danes that made the defcent m 991. 
when Ais treaty is fuppofed to be concluded, by the advke of 
Siricus, Ethelward, and ^\£nc, was commanded by Ji^n and 
Guthmund, two Daniih generate 5 and not by Jnlaf, who was king 
Of Norway. Anlaf s defcent was not till A^ 993. and 994. as the 

(*) Vide Hugonis Candidi Cocnobii Burecnfis Hiftoria, p- 41- *™» "^^^^^ 
J^^land tranfcribcd this paflagc. SaXOn 
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Saxon Chronicle, and all our hiftorians agree. This fa<St is not 
reconcileablc with the treaty, which is fuppoftd to be made with 
an army comnxanded jointly by Anlaf, Juftin, and Guthmund. 

6. The Saxon Chronicle is mifkken with refped to this period 
«* A°. 991- p- 126. (without niming Juftin or Guthmund, or faying* 
«* who commanded the Danifh army) hoc anno devaftabatur Gip- 
" piwic, et brevi poftea fuit Rrihtnothus dux interfedius apud Mael- 
** dune.** — A*. 993^. p. 127. " Hoc anno venit Unlafus cum xcin 

*^ navibus ad Stane inde ad Maeldune, ubi adverfiim cos venit 

^< Byrthnothus dux cum fuis copiis, cumque tis depugnabat ; verum 
** ducem iftum ibi interfecerunt, ct loco ftragis dominati funt, 
^^ paxque cum n% £i£t:a eft, ac eum poftea rex in coniecratione 
^'iufcepit, etc/' 

It is not pretended that there were two battles fought at Maet- 
dune, one in 991. the other in 993. or that the Brihtnothus men- 
tioned A*, 991. and die Bjrrthnothus mentioned A*. 993. are not 
the fame peribn. It appears, therefore, difficult to account hoiy a 
peribn killed in 991. could fight and be killed again in 993. 

9. Alured of Beverley, in his Annals, defcribes the unhappy 
fituation England was in during the reign of king Ethelred in the 
following words : 

« Quo regnante [Agelredo] tocius Angliae flatus .quam variabilis 

■«< tam miferabilis extitit. Siquidem Dani, Norwegenfes, atque aliae 

**« exterae naciones, qui k tempore gloriofi regis AdeUbmi, ufque ad 

*« tempus iflius Agelredi per annos circiter l. ab Anglia abftinuerant, 

^* regnante eo reverfi, totam fere Angliam in delblacionem adduxerunt, 

'** Ajdverfiis quos quociens rex Agelredus dimicaturus erat, tociens 

" Angli aut ducum fiiOrum, qui ex paterno genere Dani erant, dolis 

•** circumventi, aut aliquo infortunio impediti, hoftibus vidtoriam 

' <* dederunt. Unde rex Agelredus quos ferro nequibat, eos argento 

« repellere temptavit. Confilio enim Sirici Doroboreniis archiepifcopi, 

« et ducum Angliae, ut arapinis, cremacionibus, et hominum caedibus 

«* abftinerent, rex Agelredus cum Danis tributa vtAA^nAo foederapacis 

^^ iniit. Sed ipfi Panica perfidia pgora prioribus addentes, conMciones 

" pacts 
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" pacts femper pracvaricati funt. Primo tributum x millium iibrarum 
" perfolutum eft. Secundo xvi millium librarum. iii. xxiiir mil- 
" lium librarum. iiii. xxxvi millium librarum. quinto xlviii mil- 
" lium librarum. Summa centum xxxiiii millium librarum. Et 
" cum tanta pecunia eflet perfoluta, Dani aliquantiiper quiefcentes 
" ftimulante avaricia rurfus ad regni vaftacionem reverfi funt. Jam 
" vero per omnes provincias agris vaftatis> villis praedatis, civitatibus 
*' crematis, ecclefiis fpoliatis, clericorum et monachorum aliis ferro 
" jugulatis, aliis flammis confumptis, aliis de muris praecipitatis, aliis 
** fiiipenfis, matronis cruribus per plateas diftradtis, et demum ignibus 
" injeftis parvulis i matrum uberibus avulfis, aut lanceis exceptis, aut 
" fuperadto carro minutatim contritis, Sandlo eciam Alfego archiepif- 
" copo martirizato, et monachis fiiis cum populo decimatim occifis, 
" quorum fumma fuit iiii m(macbt{c) et oAingenti viri, ad ultimum 
" tota fere Anglia praeter Lundonias, ubi rex Agelredus morabatur, 
" Danorum regi Suano manus dedit. Ipfi vero Luhdonienfes obfides 
" illi mittentes pacem cum eo fecerunt. Quod cemens rex Ageldredus 
" rcginam Emmam, filiam ducis NormanncMiim Ricardi primi, ad 
" fratrem fuum fecundum Ricardum comitem Normannorum mifit, 
« etcum ea filiosfuos Edwardum et Alueredum cum magiftro illoram 
" Lundpnienfi epifcopo Alwino, et Elifio abbate de Burch mifit. 
" Ipfe eciam eos fecutus Normanniam advehitur/' Aluredi Beverla:- 
cenfis Annal. lib. viii. p. 114. 

(0 Lege Mlk. 
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My L<*d WiLLOUGHBY QiParbam^ 

THE Sodet7» with their uibal candour^ will, I hope, forgive 
my trefpaffing on their time, for a few mbutes* 

The Commentaries of Mazocfaius {a) upon XMo larg^ Tables 
of Copper difcovered in die kingdom of Naples in the year 1732^ 
near Heracles a town of Magna Graeda, whieh dus Society received 
the %^ November 1759, from Don Francifco Valetta, Secretary t9 fbe 
Society for ilkfinHiftg the Antiqdtiei ftmni at Heradanetmy merit die 
Socicfty's feriotts attention : and.we are greatly indebted to Mr. Videtta 
and Mr. HoUis» two of otir body, by whofc means dns veiy valuable 
prefent was conveyed to die Society* 

The reipedable antiquity of die Tables^ and die importance of the In- 
fcripiions upon diem whidx are the o\^eOt of Mazocfaius*s work, intide 
diem to the firft place among any Gre^ or Roman antiquities oi 
diis kind hitherto diicovered. - "^ 

" The fifA and moft impoitant of die Tables, is iroken into two } 
die ^firft prece of vdiich is in England, die other is at Naples. 
It contains on one fide a Gre^ Infeription, relating to lands £icred to 
Bacchus; cfti the odier fide is a Latin Infcription^ contaoHng part c^ 
a panded or digeft of Roman nmnidpal laws. 

(tf) In folio, in two parts, containing 600 pages, befidH te j^aMs. Pdllted iSt Na^ 
pks, to 1754 and 17551!; and publiflied in Scptsmbcr 175s. 

B TTic 
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The fecond Table, which is at Naples, is engraved on one fide 
only, and contains a Greek Infcription relating to lands belong- 
ing to the temple of Minerva, nearly of the fame antiquity with the 
firft. This Infcription is imperfedt, the Table being mutilated, and 
broken off at the lower end, 

Mazochius in this work, hath in feveral plates, given cxaft copies of 
the Greek and Latin Infcriptions of thaf part of thefe Tables which is 
at Naples, made with furprifing care and cxafl:nefs(^). The PofTeflbr 
of the Britifh Table wifhes Mazochius had had the like opportunity 
of copying, with the &me exa<3:nefs, that part* which is in Britain. 

Both thefe Tables were difcovercd in the year 1732, near Hefa- 
clea in ithcBaypf Tarentum, in the .Magna* Graecia. The iirfl 
part of the firft Table, foon after its being difcovcred, was carried to 
Rome,, and purchafed there at x great price [caro eroptum (^)] by 
Francifcus Ficpronius, a celebrated Antiquarian of that country. In 
I735> ^' was brought by cat Italian into England, and fold there by 
him, to Brian Fairfax Efquire, a commiffioner of the cuftoms> a 
lover of antiquities, and Fellow of this learned Society (d) ; foon after 
his deadi, it was purchafed, by me, of his executors. 

Mr. Mattaire, in, the year 1736, publifhed the Greek and La* 
tin Infcriptions on Mr. Fairfax's Table, accompanied with a Com<^ 
mentary purely grammatical, which, it muft be confeflcd, does 
no greater honour to the Table, than to the Grammarian. 

Mattaire, in his preface to the Reader, fays he had engraved a few 
Lines of each Infcription. " Ex quo fpedihine liurarum figura etpro^ 
*' ^^r//^facilius acftimetur." Upon comparing Mattaire*s Plate with the 
Table, it appears, the fizc or proportion of the letters arc not obferved, 
and their form often miftaken. I have therefore, for the fatisfadion of 
the curious, in the annexed plates N**. i and N^. 2, exhibited a fac^ 
fimk copy of a few of the firft lines of both Infcriptions, of the ex- 
aft fizc and form with the original, 

{h) Mazocb. Prolog, c. v, vi. p. 5, 6. (c) Mazocb. p. 4- 

(i) Mazochius, p. 3, fays, Mr. Fairfax bought it in Italy, and, on his return to 

Endand, carried it thither. Mr. Fairfax never was in Italy. 

In 



Digitized by 



Google 



•[ S ] 

In 1738, Francifcus Carolus Conradus a Civilian, republiflied thefc 

Inscriptions at Helmftad, with a long Gommentary on the Roman 

*. Infcription.-*— -Scipio MafFeius foon after publilhed itin the third 

Tome of his Obfervatitm. Literar. and in 1740, the learned 

Muratorius inferted an Exemplar of both the Latin and Greek In- 
icriptions, which he had obtained from Ficoronius while the Table 
was in his poflcffion, in the "Tomus Alter of his ^Tbefaurus Infcrip^ 
tionumy p. 582 {e). 

The Greek and Roman Infcriptions on fuch of tiie Tables as are 
at Naples, are noyr Jirji corredly publiihed by Mascochius^ in the work 
which is fo often commended in the prefent paper. The Neapolitan 
Tables were about the year 1748, purchafed by his excellency G/r^/wf 
Guevara^ late minifler of the king of Naples at die court of Portu- 
gal : Mr. Guevara with the afMance of Mazochius, and with an 
application as remarkable as laudable, made an exad: zaAfac-fmile 
copy of both the Neapolitan Tables. « Quovis depofito pjgnore dccer- 
'^ tarn us, nufquam aliter, quam quo modo in imprefUs prelo tabulis 
" exhibetur, in acre fcriptum, idque non modo litera fed ne apice mi- 
" nqs^' (f). Mr. Guevara afterwards prefented the original Tables to 
the king of Naples, in whofe coUcdtion they are now depofited, 
among the antiquities difcovered in Herculaneum. 

The thicknefs of the Tables at Naples is about one tHird of an 
inch, the breadth 15 inches (g). 

Mattaire in the preface to his Reader, by an inattention not eafy to 
be accounted for, fays, Mr. Fairfax's Table was near an inch tbicky 
and one foot and an half, i. e. 18 inches v)ide. His words are 
** Tabulam ex aere, (fi rede conjicio) Corinthio, (which is a miftake, 
" it being of fine copper) Pollicis fere crajjitiidine^ longitudine pedum 
" dmrum et dimidtty unius et dimidii latitudine'* — ^ — Whereas its exadl 
length is one foot, eleven inches and t» ^nd its thicknefs and breadtli j 

(i) Ma^och. p. 4* (f) Mazoch. p. 5, 6, 7. 

(g) Mazocbius, p« 2, (ays, the Neapelitan Table, of which the Britilh is a part, 
is onf Neapolitan palm, and fomething more than fvt inches wide, and about one ' 
third of an inch thick. 

B 2 are 
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jire cxaAIy the famC;, 9s the thicknefa and breadth of the Tabk at 
Naples {b)4 

Thk ftrange-mifreppelbiitation of the thickness and breads c^ die 
Sr$tf/b TaUe, ib different from that of the NefpoiU/m^ of which Ma-* 
tndiius, fiom intirnat evidence, was convinced it was originally a 
fart^ necefiarily put the learned Neapolitan under very great diffkukia. 

He at firil ( p. 166. note 2.) endeavoured to account for thisdif^ 
ference frotti the different growth of metals, vegetatione metalhruhif 
and therefore fuppofes, that the different parts of the frfi Table, 
liaving for 6> many ages laid t>uric4 in fbata of different ^lities, 
*< diveriimode vegetaffe^ eaque gratia nunc demum non pofle cM" 
^ ^/wr^.*'— — Not fatisfied with this phildfophy, he, witfi more pro-^ 
priety, fuQ>eded that Mattaire's deicription might not be correct) 
end therefore calls upon the En^lifh Antiquarians to compare their 
Table widi the account he had given of thofe at Naples, und ft) 
communicate the rdiilt of diat comparif(»i to tibe Literati at Na- 
ples. '^ Verum cum quas Tabulas hie acre expreflas habes, eae ne !a* 
turn quidem a^lkm a modulis ipfius monument! difftrant (nifi quan-^ 
tulum ex chartae madefadae primum, deinde exficcatae, vidbus acci- 
dere variationis potuit) Uherum Britannis eruditiffimis erit, excufliim 
Tabulae exemphm^ qmxl hie repraefcntavimus, cum acre fuo comparare^ 
ac pro fua humdnitate, ecquid deprehenfum fuerit, Neapolim nuntia-^ 
re' (/). This requeft I have endeavoured to comply with* 

The Letters of the Greek Infcription, and feveral of the Ro- 
man are of that kind which Antiquarians call GemnMae ; they ap- 
pear thicker or deeper at each ^, than in the intermediate parts, 
owing to the manner in which they were cut or engraved, u e* by 
firft making a large dott at the extreme parts of the letter, and 

{h) The exad huadth of the Neapolitan Table b afcertained by the truJih of 
Maaoch. Tak I. Seg. if a* 3. p. 252* So that after the eait MaoDchius nentiom, 
p. 166, to have been ufed in taking off the exemplar of the Neapoliun Table, there 
cannot remain the leaft doubt of both pam of the Table being 4lf the fine hnadib. 
This mftket it umieceflary to reduce the Roman or Neapolitan palm to die foot of 
Great Bitttin» which might be liable to miftafce and unceitaintyw 

(i) Mazoch. p. 1 66. n« (2). 

then 
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then joioing thofe dqtts by a line, not fo deep, with the hetp of a 
ftraight ruler. — — Inftances of this fort of letters occur frequently 
on the coins of Philip of Macedon, and feme of the Syrian and 
Aegyptian kings (k). The care and accuracy of the engraver of the 
Greek Infcriptions is fo remarkable, ^^ ut raro et vix ufquam fcul- 
ptoris vjriculum quam leviflime ab orthographia aberraverit.*' The 
iame cannot be faid of the Latin part, which abounds wi^ the en« 
graver's miftakcs (I). 

The aera or date of die Greek Infcriptions on th«fe Td^les^ 
Mazochius, by a dedu^on which appears to be conclufive, aicertains 
to be about the 430*^ year of Rome ; i e. more than 300 years before 
the birth of Chrift (m). This gives an antiquity to the Greek In- 
fcription of more than 2060 years. The date of the Roman In- 
fcription he fi»s to be near about the time of pafling tht Plotian or 
yuJian law, a period very interefUng to the Roman Colonies : this 
was about die year of Rome 663, or 665, fomething more than 80 
years before the Chriftan aera (nj. 

The form of feveral of the Greek characters on both Tables, 
is Jingidar and unujidol i diSeriog remarkably from the moil an- 
cient Greek chara<3:ers hitherto difcovered : the tvro letters H 
or CZ, Mazochius fays, do not occur in any other ancient In- 
fcripdon, iave that die a^irate !>*• is to be feen on an an- 
cient vafe of Terra Cotta, in the cdleiUon of Felix Maftril- 
lus, a man of quality at Nola, and on fome coins of Heraclea> 
and other Greek colonies, fituated on each fide of the coaft of 
Italy (0). 

Mazochius (in a plate inferted p. 124.) hath exhibited the figures 
and ihape of fuch of the letters in thefe Infcripdons, as differ from 
other ancient or modern Greek letters : a copy of this, for the fads- 
fadtion of perfons whb may not have an opportunity to pemfe Mazo- 
cluus's work, I have annexed in the Plate N''. 3. 

(i) Mazoch. p* 123. (I) Mazoch. p. 136. 

(m) Mazoch. p. 133, 134. * (n) Mazoch. pr382. and p. 488, to 493. 

{9) Mazoch. p. 7* and p. 122. § 2. and p. 126, to p. 130. and p. 112. not< (82.} 

The 
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The Greek Infcription of this Table 'is in the Doric dialedt, and 
gives an account of the dimenfionsy menfurationSy and terms of leafing^ 
of a large territory of land belonging to the god Dionyfius, or Bac- 
chus, part of which had been encroached upon and taken from the 
temple, by private perfons ; which, by means of this furvey and ad- 
meafurement, was recovered back.— The Infcription on the other 
Table, which, by the names of the public officers, appears to be of 
nearly the feme antiquity, is of the fame nature, relative to lands 
the property of the temple of Minerva — (fi). 

I fliould intrude too much on the Society's time, were I to attempt 
to enumerate the many new and furprifing helps thefe Infcriptions 
furnifh for explaining the Grecian antiquity; the difcovery of new 
towns, the forms of new letters, new v/ords and terms of art^ 
the names of office of new magiftrates, are only a few among many 
other interefting particulars, which a careful in^eftion of thefe Greek 
Infcriptions and Mazochius's learned commentary will afford to the 
curious (q). 

The Latin Infcription on the back of the firfl Table appears to be. 
a part of a pande<a or colle6tion of the Laws, by which the mu- 
nicipals, or Romans who lived out of Rome, governed ihemfelves ; 
it is not complete : The rcfl of the pandeft was probably contained 
in fome other Tables not yet difcovered. 

All the ancient Tables or Laminae of laws, that have been dif- 
covered before the prefent, are, in their nature, confined to one Jngk 
law each; and Mazochius with great reafon afferts, that this Table, 
which contains a part of the pande6l of the municipal law, affords 
more real lights to die knowledge of antiquities than can be colled:- 
ed from all the Tables of Roman laws publiflied by Sigonius, or any 
that have followed him (r). Of this, in the courfe of his commentary, ' 
he has given the mofl ample and interefting proofs, which juflifies 
the veneration and opinion Mazochius, in feveral parts of his work, 

Q) Maaocb. p. 140, 141. . (q) Mazoch. p. 141. (r) Mazocb. p. 290, 291. 

cxpreffts 
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cxpreffes for thefe Tables ; that they are, auro contra no7i cara^ (3 
quovis principe potentijjimo digna (j); 

Mr. Guevara upon his becoming poflefled of the Neapolitan Ta- 
bles, was defirous of adding the Britijh Table to them ; and with that 
view, in the year 1753, he propofed to the prefent pofleflbr to pur- 
chafe it. This propofition was not then complyed with, the prefent pro- 
prietor intending that this venerable remain of remote antiquity fhould 
never go out of Great Britain ; he however then offered to let an exadl 
or fac-Jimile exemplar be taken of it, in order that it might be pub- 
lifhed with the others at Naples. The not attending to this offer ren- 
ders the work of Mazochius lefs complete and pcrfedt than it might 
have been, if an accurate copy of the Infcriptions o» the Britilh Ta- 
ble, in the original charaSlers^ had been inferted in it. 

It appearing, from what Mazochius mentions p. 166. and p. 385. 
that he was poffefled of an apograph of the Britifh Tables I expeded to 
have found it engraved among his other plates, and fufpeded it's not 
being in the copy fcnt to the Society might be the error of the binder ; 
Mazochius's words are, " Specimen fmpturaeantiquae^MzXX2\v€tx\\\h\'' 
tum praetermifi, quippe leftori fupervacaneum ; cui integras Tabulas 
Heracleenfes(^zmtxz&\Kim^ ad aera autographa^ in aes incifas,y^/j fin- 
gulis locis cmtemplari licehif {t). But whatever Mazochius might, in 
1753 or 1754 (when he wrote the paflage laft quoted, and about which 
time the oflFer for purchafing the Britifh Table was making) intend 
or hope to do with refpeft to the publifhing an exadt copy of the In- 
fcriptions on that Table; it appears, from the bookfeller's advertife- 
ment relating to Mazochius's work, published in Sept. 1758, that the 
eight large plates inferted in the work, contained copies of the Neapo- 
litan Tables only ." Idem opus Tabulis pluribus in aere incifis inftrui- 
" tur : Inter has vero iliac oSio maximae tabulae quae aera ipfa^ 2l fum- 

(i) Mazoch. p. 5. § II. I had omitted, in the dercription of the Tables, their 
weight.— The Britilh Table weighs 57 Roman pounds, the Neapolitan part of the 
fame Table weighs 1 12 Roman pounds, and the fec^ml Neapolitan Tabic weighs 107 
Roman pounds. Mazoch. p. 4. 

{t) Mazoch. p. 144. 

1 ^^ mo 
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"^^ mo ad imum pari prorfus literarum dimenfione Jbrmaque, ad vivum 
" exhibcnt, quantilibct pretii funt."— — Now the eight large plates^ 
which are 6f the fame breadth as the Tables, relate only to thoie 
Tables that are at Naples. 

But iince Mr. Guevara's Tables came into the royal Neapolitan 
coUedion, his Neapolitan majefty now king of Spain, having ex« 
preiled to his excellency Sir James Gray, his Biitannic majefty's envoy 
and minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Naples, a defire of addl- 
ing the Britifli Table to the others in his colleifHon i the prefent pofleilbr 
thought it mtdecmt for him, whatever regard and aSedion he had for 
this Table, to refufe to comply with the wiflies^ of fo great a prince, 
jand ib eminent a patron and encoorager of the liberal arts ; to whom 
literature, and particularly thofe who cultivate the ftudy of atttiqui* 
ties are fo greatly and eilentially indebted. I therefore in September 
lafit by the intervention of Sir James Gray^ made an ofier of prefent* 
ing the Bridfh Table to his Neapolitan majefly, now king of Spunj 
Into whofe poflfeffion it will be very foon delivered (av). 

Your Lordfhip, and the Society, over which you with fo much 
honour prefide, will pardon the length c^ this paper; the fingula* 
rity and importance of the fubjed, and the extreme fcarct^ of Mib- 
^ochius's book, will, I flatter myielf, plead njy excuf c , 

Philip Cartbret Webb. 

Great Queen StusET^ 
6 Decemhr^ 1 759. 



(ft) El Duquede Lofiida having, in a letter from S^ragoflEi, dftted ij Novembcf j 
&759, fignified his Catholic majefty's royal acceptance of the Tabic, it was on thv 
42th March, 1760, delivered to the Neapolitan nunifttr in London, in order to its 
being fent to Naples, to be depofited in the lung's roysd co1Ie£Uon of antiquities tbere« 
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